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THE ANTECEDENT OF THE RESEARCH, METHODS

The history of settlement of the Germans is asaddhe settling
itself in Hungary. The first work came from Franzigglini in 1780.

Two periods have been particularly written abobe tra of the
reign of Charles Ill and the reign of Maria Thereggen settlements
were sponsored by the state and/or large landowners

The third grand volume of the Chambers processiatenuJoseph |l
reign — although significant as it is — only hacafiretudies.

That is why | have chosen that time, the state sp@u and
organized German settling’s extensive and detailedy.

The literature of the German settlings

The manuscript of Lip6t Kollonich, Einrichtungswerk des
Kdnigreichs Hungarn(1688-1690), edited in Stuttgart in 2010, by
Janos Kalmar and J. Janos Varga, deals with Hutsgaglitics,
administration and economics after the Turkish petion. To
publish this document is important in the aspecttto$ subject,
because he was in the highest level of adminietradf the country
dealing with the needs and the methods of theirmgtfior the
country’s economic, social stimulation.

The history of the early German settlement aftee fhurkish
occupation was published iBleyer Jakab’sstudy in 1928:Das

Deutschtum in Rumpfungarn



The synthesis of the later settlement between Wuviak | and
World War Il was edited in 1935; it wasonrad Schinemarm
monograph, over 400 pagedsterreichs Bevélkerungspolitik unter
Maria Theresia.ln it the author analyses not only the politics of
settlements, but he also dealt with the historyMafria Theresa’s
German settling using archive data.
In 1936 two German historians Franz Wilhelm andefidsall-
brunner published a source-boduellen zur deutschen Siedlungs-
geschichte in Sldosteuropaith high source value. This work’s
importance is in the list of 65 thousands setiterd the names of the
settlers in the reign of Joseph Il as well.
The regional researches resulted in a series bp¢gchen Ausland
Institute between the two World Wars. One of thetselies was the
work of Gottlob Schuon in 193eDie Norddstliche Schwabiche
Tarkei This study follows the German settlers’ careersnf the
beginning to the nineteen thirty’s in the Tolna @ty with
numerous data from Dunakdddls and Nemetkér’s population. This
work is steeped in prejudice toward the Fatherlsmtonomical and
cultural superiority, typical for the decade of tt#30's.
One of the subjects of my work is Dunak@chiand Németkér. Their
history is written by Rogér Schilling, and covehe ttime from the
beginning to the 1920’s.
After World War Il important works of the former @Gean
settlements were edited abroad, mostly in West @eym
In the 1980’s the identity of the Germans livingHnngary revived
together with the literature of that relationshifirst, in 1981Béla
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Bellér wrote a short essafx magyarorszagi németek révid tdrténete.
After World War I, in the sixty's, extensive resgla from abroad
was started, mostly by those Germans who were atisdl after
1945. The deportees in their old-new homeland edait establish
groups and societies in order to preserve thailittoms. As a result
of this many local histories were published relatedBacska and
Banat.
In Munich the Donauschwabisches Archiv publishedesies of
almost 50 volumes. One of the most important resesis concerned
with Germans living in Hungary wanton TaffernerHis 5-volume-
book, Quellenbuch, published between 1974 and 1995a
collection of Hungarian archival document®erner Hacker
investigated the local documents in the archiveshefprovince in
Germany. The 8 volumes were published between H8D 1987
and cover the settlers’ origin and their data.
The subject of the international conference ofdnisin Budapest in
1987 was the German settlers in Hungary. The theddhe
conference was published in 2 volumes by Vendel blaih titled:
300 éves egyuttélés (The 300 years old coexistence)
In 1998 Manherz Karolyedited a very informative book about the
history, culture and folklore of the settler& magyarorszagi
németek.
The above mentioned works don't cover the topithef settlement
in the Josephinian era, and only mention it in\a fdaces. In 1990
Oskar Feldtanzer made an attempt to collect thaideats of the
settlers in Bacska and B&néat from the archives mfnha and
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Budapest. His 500-page-work contains 121 archivatuchents,
which is respectable, but though it is similar to earlier book,
published between 1893 and 1907 by the South-Hiangatistorical
and Archeological Museum Society, edited by Lajesdi. But it is

only a resourceful collection of documents notsdrical treatment.

The literature of the settlers of Bacska and Banat

The history of the settlers of the Bansag has lwéesely followed
since the 18 century. Before the Josephinian settling, the abov
mentioned two-volumook of the Bansag with maps by Franz
Griselini, had alreadyoeen publishe@Versuch einer politischen und
naturlichen Geschichte des Temeswarer Banats iref@i an
Standenpersonen und Gelehrt&his is the first monograph of the
Bansadg and was edited in Vienna 1780. After thst fahapter,
containing the history of the region, it gives dstaf the settlements
after the era of the Turkish occupation of Hungampw many
settlers, where they were from, and where they wéaeed by the
Vienna Chamber government.

One of the most important works of research wastewriby a former
settler historian. Johan Eiman’s book is a sumnudry witness of
the Ujszivac settlement. He also examined the wBdleska settling
of the era of Joseph II. He, of course, hadn’t dbenChancellery’s
settler lists.

The 108" and 15¢' anniversary of the settlements resulted in several
local commemorations. Those books provide imporiaformation

about the subject.



After 1945 nothing was published in Hungary abce German
settlements until the change of regime. In 1998 aG&ovach
published a book about the demography of the Bahstgeen 1716
and 1848. He does not mention the Josephiniareseitits regarding
the 27 villages and 12 thousand settlers in Bansag.

In 2002 L&szl6 Marjanucz published a study aboetgtrangement
and settlement of the Bansag also up to the tinMasfa Theresa.

In 2009 the Centre of Regional Researches (Regsokaltatasok
Kdzpontja, belonging to the Hungarian Academy aéBce in Pécs)
and the Virtual Institute for Research of Centrakdpe (Virtulis
Intézet K6zép-Eurépa Kutatasara) organized a center tittedThe
Bansag, as a historical region from the end of therkish
occupation until today(tA Bansag mint torténeti régid sorsa a torok
kiiizésétl napjainkig.) The text of the lectures was published in the
Kodzép-Europai Kézlemények. (Central European Conmpoei

A number of studies have engaged with the locatotysand
sociology but none so far has worked on the exhaubtstory of the
Josephinian settlers lists, except for the autlidhis thesis in 1993
for the KSH published Historical Demographic Papéi®rténeti
Demogréfiai Flizetek).

Although in professional literature we can find s®ssays about
the main topic of this thesis, i.e. Sovar and tisohy of Sovar
Chamber Manor, there is no mention of the Germaifeseents of
the manor in the Josephinian period. That is why tlissertation
attempts a complete analysis of the settlers’ lestsl the Soévar
chamber manor German settlements.
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In 1932 a doctoral dissertation was published abautakéméd and
Németkér, which is an excellent recent social jstwork, but the

lists from the Locotenential Council are not disad completely.



THE METHOD

As a result of Joseph II's repopulation decree d158ptember 1781,
between 1784 and 1787 nine of the ten newly deuaoldungarian
administrative districts got 7600 families mosthprhi the German
provinces. More than three quarters of them moweBécska and
Banat. To understand why it was necessary to arganvith such
huge effort, that 4 year operation, we have to émarthe Hungarian
situation in the 18 century from the end of the Turkish occupation
to the reign of Joseph II. In this analysis | imt#d the Habsburg
policy of settlements, the social and ethnic prsessbecause all
these were the reason why the area needed 34 titbpsmple to
repopulate it after the 60 to 100 years followirg tend of the
Turkish occupation.

The analyses of the important data of settlerss lis the period of
Joseph Il are significantly easier to make usirggdpecial data base
computer programs. They can get answers to any riamo or
interesting questions. This study analyzes the ofagettlers’ lists.
The lists in the Archive of the Hungarian Royal @bellery contain
more than 5000 families’ data. The list started\pril 18 1784, and
continued up to October 27. 1786, and holds 66,5%|dhe 7600
settlers. That percentage will enable us to dramclsions for the
whole population.

The simplest questions are about the total numbell the settlers.
Expert historians roughly estimate this numberadbtween 35 and
40 thousand.



| am examining the family structure the settlers. The lists are
perfect for that, especially Sévar estate’s documenhich specify
in detail the age of the parents and children attitme of arrival. It
also gives data for their origin, religion, eduoati profession and
financial situation. The size of the new villageaswhe first criteria
for their selection. | examine if there is any diffnce between
Sovér, the smallest, which contained 48 househahi$the average-
sized ones of Németkér and Dunaké&dnl

The 230 immigrant families’ lists of Dunakésal and Németkér are
not only complete, but also the two lists of thea@tellery and the
Locotenential Council are almost identical.

The data of the passports of the 48 families thawed in Sévar is
identical with the data of the archive in the Chaleey, and includes
the moving in details. There were several diffenagisters in the
Archive of the Hungarian Chamber, showing the edapife of the
settlers from month to month. In the case of Dumakd and
Németkér and especially Sévéar, | completed thearebeby the
methods of microhistory.

Apart from the above mentioned, several other Cleandgstates
accepted settlers from Germany. There are dethdtsdabout them
in the local accounts of the villages in 1787. Tiencellery lists do
not contain the settlers’ destinations. They cardiseovered from
other archival documents (Hungarian Chamber, Lowotgal
Council)

| describe the chosen communities in separate etmpiThese
chapters have two parts. First | introduce theaiegind the villages,

9



then | briefly describe the history of the Bacskad aBansag,
especially the decades before the settling. Thergepart contains
the social history of the settling, and the mostpdontant
demographic characteristics of the settlers. | samommunity, held
together mostly by their ethnicity. Other reasons ¢ohesion —
religion, place of origin, which was mainly the WpRheine region
— were not important in this population. The reasoght be the Act
of Tolerance of Joseph I, and because of that nowmseprotestants
joined to the settlers not only from the Upper Riearea, but also
from several other German territories.

The tables in some chapters of the dissertatior wegpared with a
computer program specially designed to work with ¢domplete lists

of the settlers.
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RESULTS

7600 breadwinners led 34 thousands settlers to &tyndrom
Germany between 1784 and 1787. Processing theiogiemphic
data revealed new results. The detailed informatib8057 of the
7600 heads of the families was found in the Natidkrghives of
Hungary, in the Royal Hungarian Court Chancell¢hgrefore the
statistical analysis is valid for the whole popigat The family
structure of the settlers, and the age, religioigim skills and
financial situation of the heads of the familiesssfollows:
1. Most of the immigrants arrived with their faredi 84.7% of the
heads of the families were married, 9% were siagié 5.7% were
widowed. The average number in one family was 4.46.
2. The population mostly contained young or middige people.
64.4% of the heads of the households were fromatiee group of
25-44. The largest number, 17.7% of the whole dr, was
between 30-34 years old. The number of settlereud and over
65 years old is insignificant. The young ones wéisted as
unmarried members of the families and the oldesamere counted
as members of bigger families.
3. Most of the immigrants had 2—-3 children. Thddrein’s statistics
are examined in the examples of the complete femilf4282
families) and those of widowed breadwinners (290domied).
(Unmarried men or women did not come with childye8il.9% of
the complete families had children. The averagebmmof children
among the settlers was 2.56 children per familye Egle parent
11



families brought 2.4 children, which makes 2.5@drein in the total
population (11,706 children in 4572 families). Digspthe high
fertility, there were quite high numbers of chilsiefamilies too, the
total ratio is 18.1%, half of them under 30 yedrage.
4. In the tables there are two columns for the glafcorigin: one for
the province or country, the other for the naméehefvillage. Apart
from the German provinces, settlers also came ffrance, the
Netherlands Switzerland, Prussia and other progincé the
Habsburg Monarchy. The biggest number of settlemnec from
Lotharingia (505 families, 2575 people), Pfalz (5@rmilies 2472
heads), Trier (435 families, 1979 persons), Saakmii (314
families, 1576 heads) and Alsace (280 families,5122ads) but
there were no German provinces exempt from immignatAll in
all, 61 provinces or countries are mentioned inlidts.
5. The directions of Lipét Kollonich for the earlidungarian
repopulation, at the turn of the 718" century, advised the hiring
of Catholic German farmers for the Monarchy’s seathpart. That
is why there is a difference between the earlyessttreligion, and
that of the newer settlers in the age of JosephThie earlier
directives assisted catholic settlers only, butabse of the decree of
Joseph Il, the 1784-1787 period of repopulatiopietestant people
apply for the lists. More than 30% of the settlamsre protestant,
24.4% (1234 families) Lutheran 6.3% (319 famili€jlvinist. The
majority was still Roman Catholic, 68.4%, which weB460
families.
6. Most of the settlers declared themselves toabmédrs (74.41%).
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Among them 18.24% had other skills. Since farmesrgore and
better help from the government, they preferredvbok as farmers,
although there were needs for skilled craftsmen.
7. 69.4% of the settlers had no money at all. Thoseple got
support from the Hungarian Treasury. Those whoegriwith some
cash had to declare the amount. So we can sedhthatettlers —
except for a few craftsmen — came mostly from piyverhe lists
prove that from 1784 to October'®1786 the amount of money in
the possession of the settlers was 170,793 fofihe average
amount for one family was 33.68 forint, which wadyoenough to
improve the conditions during the beginning of se¢tling.
8. The 7600 settler families spread all over thentty, though the
Viennese government sent most of them to the BaasklaBansag
(76.2%)
9. Because of the historical turmoil of the lasd 3@ars in that area
this population, at different times and for diffete@easons, almost
totally disappeared, i.e. were displaced (DunakdimNémetkér and
Bacska), suffered many kinds of atrocities (Bacskansag), were
absorbed (Soévar) or emigrated (Bacska, Bansag) thain original
1780's residence. In Soévar, in the Slovak area, G@man
population disappeared at the turn of thd" 2@ntury. In Tolna
County the population flourished until after WokMar 11, although
their language changed. After World War |l theyfstdd mass
displacement (74.3%). In Bacs-Bodrog County anithéncounties of
Bansag their presence continued to diminish dukedalisintegration
of historical Hungary, then after World War 1l thelso disappeared.
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MY PUBLICATIONS ON THE SUBJECT

The full and detailed list of the 5057 breadwinrems their families,
between 1784 and 1786, is in the Archive of the @&dyungarian
Court Chancellery. At the beginning of the 90's iote up the full
list on computer. De#sDéanyi, General Director of the Library of
the Hungarian Central Statistical Office, gave dimns for the
assessment of the data. As a result of this wartblished a study,
‘German Settlers in the Age of Joseph II'y in thastbrical
Demographic Studies in 1993.

In June 2007 | gave a lecture on the same subfeabeameeting of
the Hungarian Society of Heraldry and Genealogythtnsame year,
in September, at an international scientific cosrfier, in Keszthely,
| also gave a lecture titled:” Joseph II's Settlers

Between 1996 and 2008 the New Encyclopedia of Révas
published in 18 volumes, and in it | wrote or editeveral articles
about my present subject i.e. historical or gedgg names:
Bacska, Bansag, Délvidék, and others: DeportatiGermans,

Délvidék atrocities.
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