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INTRODUCTION

The scope of this dissertation is considered rare but not extraordinary: legal conditions and
challenges facing office of religious pastor especially when we consider the only one
Piarist religious parish in Kecskemét. The rarity and special nature of this topic does not
emerge from the fact that religious is participating in pastoral works of parish in
Kecskemét, but that the conditions and challenges encountered by both this religious parish
and its religious pastor has not been made known in words and writings; no considerable
attention has been payed to it, even though, sometimes some of these challenges create
problems in the management of the parish. The Holy Trinity Parish of Kecskemét is not
alone in this case; every other parish handled by the clerical religious institutes and clerical
societies of Apostolic life also experiences the same situation across the globe. Moreover,
the whole conditions and challenges to be discussed in this thesis have been in existence
in the Church, they emerged immediately the same time when clerical religious institutes
and clerical societies of apostolic life were first involved in the apostolic activities and
endeavors in the Church. If a religious would be involved in such pastoral engagements
like being a pastor of a parish, then there would be some conditions and situations
surrounding his office as a pastor; these make his office unique and at the same time,
differentiate it from office of a diocesan or circular pastor. The fact that he is a religious
who, apart from the peculiar apostolate of the give religious institute, strives for the
perfection of charity in the service of the kingdom of God and, maintaining outstanding
sign in the Church, foretelling the heavenly glory (cf. c. 573, §1), makes his statutes to
attract many questions, conditions, challenges, interesting possibilities and unusual
situations.

If office of the pastor is handed over to a pastor from religious institute or to a pastor from
clerical society of apostolic life, his pastoral work requires many things to be balanced up,*
to see that his functions would attain to its goal: salus animarum. Firstly, there should be
need to balance up the two fold areas surrounding his clerical and religious statutes. That
IS, his statutes as being a religious and that of being a parish pastor. Other issues that also
need to be balanced up include, his rights and obligations as a religious and also as a pastor,
his reverence to both his competent authority and the local bishop, etc.

The legal side of this joint work shoulsd also be balanced-up without prejudice to the norms of cc. 681-682
of the current legislator.
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In the body of the thesis, we would look into the conditions and challenges experienced by
the faithful of Holy Trinity parish when the parish was not yet erected, the reasons that led
to request of erection of parish in such a town like Kecskemét, where a very big parish,
The Ascension’s parish was already existing with a very sound pastoral disposition. After
that, we look into challenges and difficulties encountered by the Piarist religious institute
and the then bishop of Véc, Jozsef Pétery, in carrying out all the legal procedures of
erecting this parish. I must add: it was not easy to be executed, especially under the regime
of the communist system in Hungary.

The religious were not regarded as participants of the pastoral apostolic works; their
participation in the Church was always more of spiritual. They were expected both by the
faithful and the clerics to remain in their life of perfection, prayer and mortification and to
turn off their attentions from the things of the world. As a matter of fact, it would have
been better, if the Church could have no reason to change this conception. The Church
always upholds the prayers, mortifications and the life of perfection led by the religious to
a very high esteem and always nourishes from the graces they attract. Canon 573 says that
this kind of life consecrated through profession is a stable form of living, in which
according to this canon, “Deo summedelicto totaliter dedicantur,” the faithful totally
dedicate himself of herself to God. Here the dedication is required to be total, that is
without reservation. So the person is not expected to involve himself or herself in anything
of the World again. They are only required to work according to this same canon which
says, “in Eius honorem atque Ecclesiae aedificationem mandique salute novo et peculiari
titulodediti, caritatis perfectionem in servitio Regni Dei consequantur;” by this new and
special title to be dedicated to seek the perfection of charity in the service of God’s
kingdom. In fact, both the Church and the laity are always skeptical whenever the religious
IS going deep into active apostolic work, because as St. Pope John Paul Il said: “az
apostolic mnkaban dolgozo (szerzetesek) szamara allando veszély, hogy annyira
belemeriilnek az Urért valé munkdba, hogy megfeledkeznek a munka Urdrdl.”? Szakécs
Gyula, who was the Government’s officer in charge of religious affairs and worship in the
country around the time of erection of the parish in quote said: ,, 4 Piarista atyik csak
foglalkozzanak a tanitdssal, és a lelkipasztorkodast hagyjak az egyhazmegyés papokra,
kovetve a Magyar Népkoztirsasag és a Piispoki Konferencia kozotti 1950. aug. 31-i

2 A MEGSZENTELT ELET INTEZMENYEI ES AZ APOSTOLI ELET TARSASAGAI
KONGREGACIOJA, Romai Dokumentumok XXII, A szerzetesi élet szemlélédé dimenzidja, a
Kongregacio 1980. marcius 4-7-i plenaris iilésének dokumentuma, SZIT., Az Apostoli Szentszék
Konyvkiaddja, Budapest 2003, 10.
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megegyezés vonatkozé rendelkezését.”® He maintained that Piarist priests should only be
involved in teaching and not in pastoral works. The need for religious to partake in parish
apostolic works could then modify this mode of life and all that surround it. Today, when
religious can boast of taking part in parish works for centuries, the mentality and thought,
that their works have more of spiritual dimension still upholds.

I also experienced it while researching on this topic, that very few authors wrote about
religious participating in parish pastoral works. Therefore, the field treating problems
arising from the participation of religious institutes and societies in pastoral activities as a
pastoral matter is still wanting, at least, if looked at from bibliographic point of view. Not
many authors consider it controversial so as to research and write on it. Szuromi Szabolcs
Anselm was among the first people who precisely dabbled into treating the activity of the
religious in parish apostolates in his article: La parrocchia e gli Istituti di vita consacrata
e le Societa di vita apostolica, nonché la presenza di alcuni movimenti spirituali.*

In other countries like Italy, Nigeria, America and others, Francesco Coccopalmerio’s
works seem to be the one that also tried to treat the topic from many angles.® Even the
Commentaries with the title, Szerzetesjog which Domingo J. Andrés wrote on the religious
law of the CIC 573-746,° which was translated to Hungarian language in 1999 did not go
into handling the conditions of the religious and societies in parish pastoral works. It
treated the religious life from the canonical point of view, just like it was promulgated by
the CIC (1983).

The fact that Holy Trinity Piarist religious parish of Kecskemét has terriroraily belonged
to two dioceses (belonging to the diocese of Vac and Archdiocese of Kalocsa-Kecskemét
before and after 30th of May 1993 respectively) also makes the research on this topic to
be more difficult and interesting.’

However, we have many books, thesis and articles that treated parish as an issue of pastoral

apostolic work for salus animarum, but only very few referred to the participations of the

3 See KOZICZ, J., A Kecskeméti Piarista Plébdnia Hetven éve 1948-2018, A piarista Rend Magyar
Tartomanya, Kecskeméti Szentharomsag Piarista Plébania, Budapest-Kecskemét 2018, 159.

4See SZUROMI, A. SZ., La parrocchia e gli Istituti di vita consacrata e le Societa di vita apostolica,
nonché la presenza di alcuni movimenti spirituali, Periodicum Trimestre Pontifiviae studiorum
Universitatis a Sancto Thoma Aquinate in Urbe, Angelicum, Rome 2012.

> See COCCOPALMERIO,F., De paroechia, Pontificia Universitas Gregeriana, Rome 1991:
COCCPOPALMERIO, F., La parrochia nel nuovo Codice,” in Orientamenti pastorali, 31: 9-11; 143-168.

6 See DOMINGO, J. A., Szerzetsjog, Magyarazat az Egyhazi Térvénykonyv 573-746. kanonjahoz, SZIT,
Az Apostoli Szentszék Konyvkiaddja, Budapest 1999.

7 St. Pope John Paul 11 remarked the boundaries of the diocese of Hungary with his Apostolic Constitution
called ,,Hungarorum Gens” promulgated on the 30th of May 1993. Consequently The Holy Trinity parish
fall over from diocese of Vac to diocese of Kalocsa-Kecskemét.
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religious orders and clerical societies of apostolic life in parish apostolic works as well as
the problems that may arise along with it.

Majority of controversies and sensitive challenges are experienced more on financial
issues; the topic that separately deals with benefices of religious parish, benefices of
religious parish church, benefices of religious house as well as benefices of chapters as the
case may be. These and the conditional situations around them are what | intend to
systematically reflect on, having in mind the aim to open up the minds of my readers to

recognize and consider it worthwhile.
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I. THE HOLY TRINITY PARISH AS AN
ECCLESIASTICAL OFFICE

The expression, “legal conditions and challenges” facing office of the pastor of Holy
Trinity Piarist religious parish would be a more successful engagement if we first explain
the main phenomenon “office” in a detailed form, to enable us understand the rudiments,
goals and mission it portrays and manifests in pastoral field of the Church. The word
“office” has a very broad and wider range of explanations, depending on which angle and
dimension one wants to put into consideration in a society. It can be defined both from the
profane and sacred point of view. If it is considered from the profane side , we may buy
the idea of the Hungarian dictionary, Magyar Ertelmez6 Kéziszotar, which defines office
(hivatal) as: “meghatdrozott koziigyeket intéz6, iranyito intézmény.® Literally translating,
“office is such an institution that directs and takes care of a particular public affair.” In this
definition, there are some key-words that need to be highlighted. First, that it is an
institution that directs and takes care of something. Holy Trinity parish is to direct and take
care of the souls of the faithful belonging to it. In other words, it is legally instituted for a
purpose of giving directives on a specific field of functions or services. But the purpose
cannot be mistaken; it serves for salus animarum. The second point is that office must have
a particular area of services to render to the society. Piarist religious parish of Kecskemét
is meant to particularly take care of the pastoral works of the faithful under it. It means
that, other branches of Piarist institute in Hungary could be handling other areas of the
institution’s apostolates, but the Holy Trinity parish will be solely involved in pastoral
works.® In other words, functions of an office should be limited to a certain branch of
service peculiar to the aim of its erection as an office. It should not be directed to every
field of activities of human life. An office should be particular. Then the third key-word to
be stressed is that, an office is meant for public service. That is, even though an office is
profound for a quorum of functions to exercise, it is never instituted for private aims. The
definition of parish in c. 515, §1 testifies to this: “paroecia est certa communitas

christifidelium in Ecclesia particulari...”*® It has public undertone. However, the

8 MAGAY ERTELMEZO KEZISZOTAR, Készilt a Magyar Tudomanyos Akadémia Nyelvtudoményi
Intézetében, Intézetében, JUHASZ. J; SZOKE. I; O. NAGY G; KOVALOVSZKY. M., Third edition,
Akadémiai Kiadd, Budapest 1978.

% See c. 520, §2,

0 Seec. 515, §1.
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generality and publicity of an office is limited to the functions it carries out. ! Only these
functions are made general and public and not the competency of the authority instituting
the office. In other words, the people, the society that enjoy the services of an office are
not there to serve the office or the authority managing the office itself. Inversely, the office
serves the public. The laws, precepts or regulations of an office should be there to only
rendering services to the public and should not draw the public under the powers of the
authority itself.

If office of a religious pastor is considered under these definitions and characteristics, more
especially, in the case of office of a Piarist pastor, we shall see that it claims all that is
mentioned above. In other words, the office of a religious pastor is directed to be
specifically for salus animarum, therefore it is specific in function. Moreover, office of
Piarist religious religious order should always be stably instituted to function under two
specified competent authorities (the religious higher authority and the local diocesan
authority).

The aforementioned dictionary also sees “hivatal” as a job or title as well as someone’s
power or competence.'> The Holy Trinity parish has this power as a juridic person
constituted by a group of faithful; this power is concretely exercised by the its
representative, the parish pastor. If we borrow ideas from Uj Magyar Lexikon and Oxford
Wordpower dictionary as sources of references and reflexions, we discover that they attach
strong meanings to the term, office. Both of them see the word “hivatal” as a government
executing agency been used to carry out administrative activities.”® From this scope, an
office is seen to be deployed by the government, though with a particularly entity, but can
only be valued on the basis of its function under the control of government.

When the Second Vatican Council was compiling instructions pertinent to this chapter,
more emphasis were laid not only on the erection of a parish, the conditions necessary and
the reasons why the parishes and groups of the faithful should be established, but also the
reason why parishes should help the bishop precisely in pastoral works. It points out that,

it is impossible for the bishop as a person to attain to the spiritual needs of all the flock in

11 See MAGYAR KATOLIKUS LEXIKON, IV. Kétet, Szerkesztette: VICZIAN. J., SZIT, Az Apostoli
Szentszék Konyvkiadoja, Budapest 1998.

12 See MAGAY ERTELMEZO KEZISZOTAR, Késziilt a Magyar Tudomanyos Akadémia Nyelvtudomanyi
Intézetben, Budapest 1978.

13 See UJ MAGYAR LEXIKON 3, G-I, Az Akadémiai Kiado Lexikonszerkesztéségében, BEREI . A.
szerkeszto €s tarsai, Akadémiai Kiad6, Budapest 1962; OXFORD WORDPOWER DICTIONARY ., Edited
by Sally Wehmeier, Oxford University Press, Oxford 19998. The Oxford Wordpower Dictionary went
further to define office as a room or building where such works connected to business are done, and in
another instance, it also included the people who do the that work.
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his region, as a result, parishes should be established and should be handed over to priests
who are his collaborators (cf.SC, 42 of this same Second Vatican Council). As a matter of
fact, the clergy carries out the ministerial works in sub pastore gerente episcopi. That is,
the authority and functions of the bishop is attributed to parishes and pastors.
Consequently, the liturgical obligations carried out by parishes or groups, or more
precisely, the priests and laity must be in a very close relationship with the bishop.

On the other ways, if we approach the meaning of office from the Magyar Katolikus
Lexikon, we see expressions closer to the Church’s ideology on office; we would see five
properties used to explain hivatal as they run parallel and side by side with the properties
of parish denoted by the pertinent canon (c. 515, §1) to this chapter in the present code. In
the first place, the Lexikon says that an office has a specific function. If we apply it to the
office in quote here, we would say: The Holy Trinity Piarist religious parish in Kecskemét
was erected by Bishop Jozsef Pétery for the Piarist Order for salus animarum. See how the
bishop informed the provincial about the erection of this particular parish: “értesitem a
Rendfonok Urat, hogy a kecskeméti kegyesrendi plébdaniat a mai napon
megszerveztem. "**The act is specific.

Secondly, the application of precision and accuracy discussed here should not limited to
function, it also applies to the people participating in the matter. In other words, the people
to be taken care of should also be precisely and particularly pronounced. In this aspect
canon 515, §1 commands that, a particular group of the faithful (universitates
personarum)®® should be available to make a parish. This is a very strong and important
element of a parish. Although erection of a parish may be very difficult if other elements
are missing, but this one seems to be the first, because a parish is not merely an office,
neither an institution only, therefore it cannot be considered only from the territorial basis.
Again, parish is never regarded as merely a building where people go for administrative
engagements, it is not universitates rerum.® These elements are really from the functions
parish carries out: functions of salus animarum. A parish must be made up of certain group
of people of Christ’s faithful; it must be a group and also certain. A parish is made up by
the faithful belonging to it. This situation was clearly seen when the Piarist buildings and

institutions were taken over by the government due to nationalization during the

14 PIARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Magyar rendfénokség 0j
levéltara (1.1.b), Hivatalos levelezés, Kecskemét 1948, 5770/1948, kecskeméti ligye, Mellékklet szam-1.
5Seec. 114, §1.

16 According to this same CIC 114, §1, universitates rerum, that is, aggregates of things can constitute a
juridic person which may be ordered for a purpose of keeping the mision of the Church.
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communist regime. The index of the rough note written during this act specified that six
rooms was used from the school building as parish of the Piarist religious order. Those
rooms served temporally as the parish office. They were just conditionally demarcated
from a totally different building and place. At times, a parish building may be suspended
from functioning officially, or altered, destroyed, and so on, but the parish itself stands
unaltered, as long as the community of the faithful making it a parish still belong to it.!
Szuromi pointed out in his article “La parrocchia e gli Istituti di vita consacrata e le
Societa di vita apostolica, nonché la presenza di alcuni movimenti spirituali,” that parish
is not merely consi dered from its geographical location but instead by the group of people
whose community has more of spiritual reason of existence. The temporary use of the
school buiding for parish did not make the faithful of the Holy Trinity parish to be
temporary in their parish; the community of the faithful remained stable. The
aforementioned parish provides us with the picture where the apostolate of a religious
community is carried out. In it, people from every angle of its territory place or region are
brought together to be grafted into the universal Church. By the word universal Church,
we mean the Mother Church having her Children all over the word, who are to spread the
gospel of Christ to the ends of the earth. All the Faithful who were territorially belonging
to the Holy Trinity parish were by the act of erecting parish for them, automatically grafted
to their parish to the catholicos Church. Again, being grafted means that this group is not
making an independent body of its own, but joins the same Body of Jesus Christ. In a
parish, forums are to be provided for these matters to be discussed, just as it always happens
at the Holy Trinity parish in Kecskemét. The continuous catechism classes organized by
the parish vice pastor and his vicars testified to this. The task of the faithful of the parish
should not be limited to the undertakings mentioned above, but should go further to
participating both in the missionary and the apostolic commitments, as well as adopting
the sense of responsibility toward their local center; the diocese, henceforth working in
collaboration with the neighboring and other parishes been extended to inter-parochial,
inter-diocesan, national and international sphere. This missionary dimension of the Holy
Trinity parish would still be discussed in the subsequent chapters.

Hence, we would not forget to point out those models which compose the entity and dignity
of the Holy Trinity parish, putting side by side properties outlined by both Katolikus

Lexikon and pertinent canon to this chapter.

7 See c. 515, §2.
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1 Holy Trinity parish is a ministerium

Ministerium, that is ministry qualifies parish by virtue of the properties and characteristics
common to it. Parish is a basic unit of the of the community of Christ’s faithful,'® a part of
the universal Church by its integration to the diocesan body for saving the souls of its
parishioners who are solely under the authority of the diocesan bishop. Parish should then
appear as ministry to signify the act of service, whether ecclesiastical or profane, which is
to be done according to the commands of the legislator.'® That is, as applied in this thesis,
the phenomenon, “ministry” would always try to show a form of service?® which one is to
carry out whether ordinary?! or legal?? as promulgated by the competent authority. Again,
ministry also denotes that the work to be done is a service to the public. Magyar Katolikus
lexikon applies the expression, public service, when defining office, 2 and knowing very
well that ministry also used almost all the qualities of office, it is then easier to say that
parish is a ministry erected to meet the pastoral demands of the faithful. This is exactly
attributed to Piarist Holy Trinity parish in Kecskemét. It is erected to minister and
administer the evangelical and sacramental functions of the Church under the care of the
diocesan bishop of Vac/Kalocsa-Kecskemét respectively.?* Furthermore, this parish is a
ministry to publicly serve the pastoral needs of the faithful therein. It is “general” in
carrying out duties. In essence, parish is never erected to meet individual satisfactions only;
it has public liability undertone. For the fact that ministry has many meanings, we would
not take from those meanings that do not match with the pastoral functions carried out by

18 SZUROMI, A. SZ., La parrocchia e gli Istituti di vita consacrata e le Societa di vita apostolica, nonché
la presenza di alcuni movimenti spirituali, Rome 2012, 526.

19 See ERDO, P., Hivatalok és kozfunkciék az Egyhdzban, SZIT, az Apostoli Szentszék Konyvkiadéja,
Budapest 2003, 13-14.

“Ministerium” is applied by varieties of fields of human society, and in each case, it bears almost the same
characteristics as office do, especially when used in such cases where public services are rendered in a
specific area of social life. Above all, most of the sources we could use to define ministry would approach
it directly from its inclination with government; that is, being a sector of department that takes care of a
particular field of administration of a given government. Meanwhile, as Erdé Péter Péter also analyzed, in
his book titled, Hivatalok és kozfunkciok az Egyhdzban, the term ministerium draws numerous meanings,
though in each case tries to prove to be active in form.

20 ERDO, P., Hivatalok és kézfunkciok az Egyhdzban, SZIT, az Apostoli Szentszék Konyvkiaddja, Budapest
1999, 13.

2L This is why many centers carrying out all kinds of functions in the Church, like prayer centers use the term
ministry to define their statutes.

22\When services are legalized in the Church, they abide to the rules guiding that service as stipulated by the
competent authority in the Church.

2 MAGYAR KATOLIKUS LEXIKON, IV. kétet, Gas-Hom, SZIT, az Apostoli Szentszék Kdnyvkiaddja,
Budapest 1998.

24 5t, Pope John Paul 11 remarked the boundaries of the diocese of Hungary with his Apostolic Constitution
called ,,Hungarorum Gens” promulgated on the 30th of May 1993. Consequently The Holy Trinity parish
fall over from diocese of Vac to diocese of Kalocsa-Kecskemét.
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the Holy Trinity Piarist religious parish of Kecskemét; rather we would be preoccupied by
those services it may physically, actively and spiritually, or even sacramentally render
publicly for salus animarum.

Just like in the profane spheres, these services, now regarded as ministerium are
differentiated by their characteristics to be bounded by rules and regulations. If we then
follow it from this perspective, we would conclude that, not only the pastoral aspects of
the services rendered in the Church would be considered having ministerium undertone,
because the term can as well be applied by the financial, educational, legislative and other
executing departments of the serving Church as we shall see in the subsequent
undertakings of this thesis. Owing to these reasons, these services should not be seen as
merely “services”, but also as functions, or more precisely, offices that are handled by the

Piarist religious parish of Kecskemét to serve the people of God.

2 Holy Trinity Parish is a munus

This Latin word, “munus ” directly and literally means function in English, though with no
specific explanation of the kind of function. If we put it the way Erd6é Péter wrote in his
article, we would say that, “az egy sozlgalat, ami egy meghatdarozott jogom és kotelességek
bizonyos dsszessége. > That is, a particular aggregate of rights and responsibilities. We
are courageous to equate a parish with munus (function), because as already explained
above, parish is universitates personarum?® (aggregates of persons) who garther to form a
certain community of Christ faithful who are to carry out functions of salus animarum. If
the faithful of the Holy Trinity Parish is put into consideration, we may say: they are
proportional to their function and their function is proportional to their parish; that is, they
can boast of their existence as a parish whose functions they carry out. Function as a
phenomenon is densely diversified. Every society of man has varieties of functions carried
out by individuals, groups, sectors and departments. As a result, we would not go into all
aspects of functions claimed by phenomenon in quote which are used by every angle of
human life, instead we would remain in dialoging on the meaning of function in the Church
and how Piarist religious parish of Kecskemét would be proportional to the aggregates of

functions it carries out. If abide by these limits, we experience along the line, it has the

% ERDO, P., Az egyhdzi hivatal fogalma és sajdtossdgai a kdanonjogban, a PPKE Kanonjogi Posztgradualis
Intézetének folyoirata, Budapest 2009, 16.
2% See c. 121.
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same meaning as ministerium, especially when someone rendering the service in the
Church is compelled by the nature of munus to feel the responsibilities of his or her official
obligations. The sources of these obligations and in this case, sense of responsibilities are
not farfetched; they originate from the primary rights and obligations of the Christian
faithful in general.?” Every faithful has the right, or more precisely, is obliged to feel sense
of responsibility for evangelizing in the name of Christ. However, some of these
responsibilities are peculiar to the functions carried out by some people in the Church. An
example of this can be read from canon 72, §2 of 1917 code, as well as canon 548, §2 of
the current code where the sense of responsibility of a vicar is highlighted. Under normal
circumstances, the parish priest bears the responsibility of the parish entrusted unto him,
therefore here, his sense of responsibility over his parish is not extra-ordinarily stressed in
words. If by any reason the office of the parish priest is made vacant, the vicar
automatically takes over the parish and its responsibilities till the office permanently of
temporarily filled up. In this case then, the “sense of responsibility of the vicars” is
highlighted. This is because, he is not the owner of the office himself, he only carries out
the functions attached to this office in the parish pastor’s stead. So if proper is not taken,
the vicars may not feel the weight of responsibilities of the functions or ministries they
substitute. From the point of erecting the Holy Trinity Piarist parish of Kecskemét in 1948,
vicars are always appointed to help the functions of the ruling pastor of the parish (cf.
appointment of the first two vicars of the parish, Scultéty Kalman és Kollati Istvan on the
22" of October 1948 by Jézsef Pétery, the diocesan bishop of Vac).?® Thus, the sense of
responsibility we discuss here is also advisable to be felt by the vicars more especially
when the parish pastor is on holiday. Meanwhile, the administrative official works and
some duties pertaining to administering the sacraments give rise to situations where and
when the exercised functions and duties are not due to the vicar. Similar sense of
responsibility is pointed out by CIC 374 of the same code, where it also refers to functions
of the Chancellor and other secretaries as well as its importance for them to know the
weight of their duty. Truly, their function is limited to safe-keeping of the archives of the
curia as well as the drawing and dispatching of the acts of the curia as also in the canon
482 §1 of the current code, but both codes highlight the necessity of their sense of

responsibility.

27 See cc. 208-223.

28 PIARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Magyar rendfénokség j
levéltara (1.1.b), Hivatalos levelezés, Kecskemét 1948, 5770/1948. This was an attachment to other
documents of erecting the parish with title: kdpldani megbizas.
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Apart from this, Erdd Péter attached other cases to explain the applications of munus. For
example, it can mean “award or appointment” (see canon 1624 of 1917 code), as in those
offices that are not perpetually instituted. In this case, when a judge is chosen by the local
ordinary or the judiciary vicar for a particular judgement, especially in the case of
nullification of marriage, his office is not perpetual. That is, his office ends with the end
of that particular marriage case. He is awarded this office for this particular case. He can
even be changed if his is not carrying out his duties as required. Meanwhile, the law
provides both the plaintiff and the respondent with chances to choose another judge if they
think that the competent judge would be biased in addressing their case of marriage nullity.
That is, it is the function of the judge to lead the case to the end and declare sentence, but

he can be substituted at any time as the case may be.

3 Holy Trinity Parish is an officium

Among the three words used to characterize parish, officium seems to be the closest in
meaning to the office of the parish, especially office of the Piarist religious parish in
Kecskemét. It is more exact and accurate; it is simply another Latin word that almost
substitutes both ministerium and munus whenever applied. The word officium is always
attached to the person responsible to carry out something as function, that is officium
ecclesisticum; if applied to our topic here, then office of the Holy Trinity Parish would be
proportional to the statutes and entity of the person himself who holds it, by virtue of being
the officer to that office. The 1917 code which used the word “helyettes plébdnos,” that is,
vice pastor, to denote pastors appointed by bishops to Holy Trinity parish of Kecskemét
exactly expresses the value of the office and its proportionality with the person that carries
if out,® because it assumed that officium of the parish is occupied by the Piarist religious
institute herself and a vice pastor been appointed to take care of only the pastoral duties of
the parish.

With this, we can say it has a very close meaning with munus, and sometimes can be seen

as its synonym which at the same time relates closely to the above mentioned term,

2 See ERDO, P., Hivatalok és kézfunkciok az Egyhdzban, SZIT, az Apostoli Szentszék Konyvkiadoja,
Budapest, 1999.

%0 See c. 471, §1 (1917) which says that a vise pastor should be appointed when religious parishes are joined
with complete legitimacy to moral persons, cathedrals and similar person. I will still elaborate on this topic
on the subsequent topics. That is why in PIARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI
LEVELTARA, Hivatalos levelezés, Kecskemét 1948, 5770/1948, the appointment letter given to J6zsef Erés
by the diocesan bishop addressed him as Helyettes plébdnos, that is vise pastor.
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ministerium. Hence, when we say office of pastor in the case of Holy Trinity parish in
Kecskemét, we also maen that function carried out cannot do without the active deeds of
the person in quote in a specific field of service. For example, when dr. Baldzs Babel
appointed Laszlo P. Gorbe to be the parish proper pastor of the Holy Trinity parish, he
called his attention to a special function of his office as a pastor. Thus he told him to do
all, “..hogy a hivek a megszokott lelkipasztori buzgalommal és odafigyeléssel
talalkozzon,”® to ensure that the faithful would meet the same favour, zealousness and
care as it used to be in that parish. We have already mentioned above that the real meaning
of the Latin word munus is function. Offices in the Church are not titles with idle states.
They are vibrant in their nature and functional in their habit. An ecclesiastical office is not
an office of glory and pride. It requires doing something. This must be the reason why the
word munus is always used to identify the threefold ministry of Christ (teaching,
sanctifying and governing)®2. These offices of the Church may be constitutionally,
individually or collectively carried out, etc. In the Church, an office is a responsibility.
These responsibilities make up the properties of the office in quote. It also has a lot of
rights and obligations which make up its value. We would treat the rights and obligations
of the pastor of Hily Trinity parish in the later chapters. These responsibilities, rights and
obligations must be carried out to attain to the aim of the office in consideration.

Having elaborated on the meanings and differences between the three, the term officium
would not be difficult for us to define, because we succeeded in dwelling through the
meanings of the former two terms, minsterium and munus.

Firstly, officium means functions and obligation in the Church. In application, officium of
Piarist religious parish of Kecskemét also means functions and duties of the same parish.
When we talk about office of Kecskemét Piarist pastor’s office and its challenges, we
would look it at from view of the rights and obligations of a pastor as stated from cc. 515-
552 of the current legislative code. These obligations are further differentiated under three
bases:

» those responsibilities and obligations pertaining the day by day worship among the
faithful. We call them divina official. They are the functions and offices assumed
and carried out by individuals to enhance the everyday activities concerning the
general worship among the faithful. Dr. Babel Balazs, the Archbishop of Kalocsa-

31 PIARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Magyar rendfénokség 0j
levéltara (1.1.b), Hivatalos levelezés, Kecskemét 2016, 397/2016.

%2 NEW COMMENTARIES ON THE CODE OF CANON LAW, edited by BEAL, J. P., - CORIDEN, J. A,, -
GREEN, T. J., The commentaries made on the CIC 145, about the ecclesiastical offices.
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Kecskemét pointed to day by day worship format of the Holy Trinity Parish on his
appointment letter to Laszlo P. Gorbe as pastor of the parish on the 20" of June
2016. He called on the appointed pastor to strive to keeping up this level of pastoral
activities with the faithful.>® In this, the office, functions and obligations of the
parish priest are almost summarized.

» the divinium officium (divine office), that is breviary, which is itself an obligation
to all the clerics and higher religious members. This is more precise, because in this
case, office solely means the official prayer promulgated by the Church and made
compulsory to all priests and religious to be said at different times of the day for
the whole world. This prayer is made up of Psalms, canticles, reading from the
Bible, readings from the fathers of the Church, intercessory and other additional
prayers. All clerical religious institutes and clerical societies of apostolic life are
compelled to observe this office day by day. It always portrays the community life
of the religious as especially in the religious house of Piarist Order in Kecskemét.
So, when we are saying these collected prayers in this book, we say we are saying
or praying the office.

» when office is seen from the point of obedience and the execution of obligations.
Here the mode and model of execution is highly considered. Jozsef Pétery, the
bishop of Vac advised the first vise pastor, dr. Jozsef Erds to dispose himself
completely to the Eucharistic education of the faithful entrusted to him.** That is,
functions are proportional to the office they are attributed to, depending on the
disposition of the person that carries them out.

If we look at officium from another point of view, it refers to the collection of the rights
and obligations of a person. We have already encountered this explanation in the discussion
of the former two terms; it is not surprising. We are dealing with phenomena that have
similar meanings. The Vatican Il Council used the office and ministry simultaneously, that
is officium and ministerium to explain the functions of priests. It sees their functions as
offices and ministries which they should carry out in the bishop’s stead, who in his person,

fills up the office of Christ as Head and Shepherd. Therefore, when power is conferred

3% See REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Magyar rendfénokség 6ij levéltara,
Hivatalos levelezés, on the appointment letter of P. Gorbe Laszlé with Arch-diocesan ref. no. 397/2016,
Kecskemét 2016.

3 REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Hivatalos levelezés, Kecskemét 1948,
5770/1948, on the appointment letter given to dr. J6zsef Erds by the diocesan bishop.
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upon them, they can carry out their duties and offices as ministries in upholding the Church
(PO 6). Thus the elements of the ministry form the base of the office entrusted to the priest.
Again, officium inculcates all ecclesiastical institutions that carry out any kind of
administrative work in the Church. In this aspect, we are not talking about collection of
duties. The emphasis is placed on administration. Any “executing body” — whether juridic
person or not - that is administratively inclined to Church’s functions would be regarded
as an office. The Holy Trinity Parish, by virtue of what it is, executes parish pastoral
functions of the Mother Church towards the faithful under it. No wonder, The Vatican
Council 11 sees liturgy as an expression and activity of the office of Jesus Christ by the
priest who carries it out (SC 7). We shall treat the priests’ share in this office of the Word
in the later chapters.

After going a long way to deliberate on the meaning of officium (office) from different
angles of views and understandings, putting the Piarist religious Holy Trinity parish of
Kecskemét into consideration, we would then be solely concerned with values and
qualities, as well as challenges that surround it. Very interesting; the two codes (1917 and
1983) treated the ecclesiastical offices in their canon 145. Both codes meet in highlighting
the common properties that characterize office. In effect, 1983 code accepted and applied
all the characteristics outlined by the 1917 code to qualify offices. Hence canon 145-§1 of
the 1917 which form the base of the attributes of the successive 1983 code says: “officium
ecclesiasticum est quodlibet munus ordinatione sive divina sive ecclesiastica stabiliter
constitutum in finem spiritualem exercendum.”?® The 1983 code also borrowed this same
idea as we can see it written and explained by the New Commentaries of the Code of Canon
Law book. It says, an ecclesiastical office is any function constituted in in a stable manner
by divine of ecclesiastical ordinance to be exercised for a spiritual purpose In the first
place, both codes agreed that an office must be of divine or ecclesiastical disposition;
secondly, it must have a stable manner and then, it should serve for of spiritual purpose.®’
Another observation is that, if we define officium strictly from the expressions used by the
1983 code in relationship with the other two terms (ministerium and munus), we may even
get the real meanings of officium in posts and functions; and in this case, only those posts

and positions are put into consideration which in their manner, have ecclesiastical

% Can. 145, §1.

3% NEW COMMENTARIES ON THE CODE OF CANON LAW, edited by BEAL, J. P., - CORIDEN, J. A,, -
GREEN, T. J., , Theological Publications in India, Bangalore 2010, 196. The commentaries made on the
Canon 145, about the ecclesiastical offices.

37 See canon 145 of both 1917 and 1983 codes.
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undertone. This happens because, this code goes straight to using its properties and aims
of office to define it. Those posts which are only for spiritual engagements and which in
their manner must be stable. Considering the properties of the statutes of the pastor as well
as his rights and obligations, we shall understand why the term officium is attributed to its
entity. Again, if we put office of the religious pastor, and in this case, the Kecskemét piarist
parish into consideration, we shall conclude that both its ministerium and munus constitute
its officium. Hence, we do not say, the ministerium or munus of the pastor of the Holy

Trinity Parish, but instead we say, office of its pastor.
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II. NATURE OF HOLY TRINITY PIARIST
RELIGIOUS PARISH

Every office of the Church must be instituted by either a divine or ecclesiastical
ordinance,® which at the same time determines the foundation of existence for that office.
Apart from ecclesiastical and divine sources, communities can as well form the base of
enforcement for laws or ordinances guiding offices. They indicate the source of power to
be exercised in an office.

The Holy Trinity Piarist religious parish would not be said to be divine; it is ecclesiastical.
This does not mean that its pattern of functions would be far from carrying out the divine
activities of the Savior Jesus Christ; rather, we are only concerned with the ordinance
competent for its erection. It is erected by a bishop, the bishop of the Vac as a parish in the
diocese.

An office is said to be divine if the power it would exercise is directly acquired from God
and also to be carried out in His stead. If we say divine, we refer to such institution or
office where the power to be practiced is promulgated by God Himself or at least been
offered by God for ecclesiastical or sacred functions. These functions may be in form of
works or even ordinary services as well, which in every indication aims at saving of human

soul. Examples of these offices include:

1 Petrinal ministry (Papal office)

the office of pope is the office of St. Peter who got the right and power of governance
directly from Jesus the Lord. This office was fashioned with the basic properties necessary
for an office to be managed well, and the conditions, as well as requirements of acquisition
of an office. In the first instance, this office was freely offered and freely accepted. Peter
was not the person who requested this office, but Jesus, who in this case, was the competent
authority, freely chose him out of the twelve apostles, saying: ““...you are Peter and on this
rock 1 will build my church” (Mt 16: 18). There was no grave fear that it was inflicted
unjustly from the side of Peter, and the office was acquired out of conditions free from

38 See c. 145, §1.
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malice and error (cf. CIC 188). In other words, it was freely handed over by Jesus to Peter.%
Jesus gave Peter this office after ensuring that he possesses the basic requirement needed
to carry out the duties of the office to be taken up. In this case, the basic requirement is
love. The love that contains only Jesus Christ. The love that is ready to die for Him. Jesus
asked Peter: do you love me? (cf: Jn 21: 15). In his answer, Peter did not only say yes, but
pointed out that Jesus who knows everything also knows that he loves Him, that is, Jesus
knows that he has the basic quality to possess the office. The functio of the officium*® to
be embraced was also disclosed to him by Jesus, hence Jesus told him: take care of my
flock : look after my sheep (Jn 21: 15). That is, the content of this of the duties of this office
and the responsibilities surrounding it were completely made open to his before
acceptance. He still did not hesitate nor ignore, he freely welcomed it.

The office of Peter was made stable and firm by Jesus after answering that He is the Son
of the living God. Hence, Jesus told him: “And the gates of the underworld can never
overpower it, I will give you the keys of the kingdom of Heaven...” (cf. Mt 16: 18-19).
There his name was changed from Simon to Peter, the rock on which Jesus is to build his
Church. A key to the gate of heaven was also handed over to him by Jesus, a key of binding
and untying, a key of condemning and setting free, a key of judgment of God. Jesus
affirmed that no power of evil can overpower his office. The office of the Peter is by
apostolic succession, the same office every pope fills in Hence, CIC 333 - §1 and § 3 say:
“By virtue of his office, the Roman Pontiff not only possesses power of the universal Church
but also obtains the primacy of ordinary power over all particular churches and groups of
them. No appeal or recourse is permitted against a sentence or decree of the Roman
Pontiff.”

The popes take over the office of Peter who is assigned to be the chief shepherd of the

flock of Christ. These prove that the officium of pope is by its nature, divine.

2 Collegio Episcoporum (The college of bishops) office

% 1t is true that the office of pastor of Holy Trinity Parish of Kecskemét is not divine, it is ecclesiastical, but
the conditions of acquiring it is similar to that of St. Peter, or at least, as in the case of pastor of diocesan
parishes: that is, free coferral of the office. Canon 523 says: ’’...the provision of office of pastor belongs to
the diocesan bishop, and indeed by fiee conferral, ...”

40 The functio of officium is actually what makes the officium what while in a way that functio presupposes
the officium. As a result of this, every ecclesiastical office is proportional to the functions surrounding it as
denoted by c. 145 of the two Codes.
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The similarity of posture and structure of the colleges of apostles and bishops is drawn
clearly in c. 330 of the 1983 code. This cannon says that it was Jesus the Lord’s will that
Peter and the other apostles should form only one body in which manner the body formed
by the Roman Pontiff, who is the successor of Saint Peter, and the other bishops, the
successors of the apostles should be united. The college of apostles was the college of the
Twelve, that is, including Peter himself. This college was only one institution set up by
Jesus the Lord with Peter at the head. Just as Peter did, other apostles also went far and
wild to carry out the apostle s** functions of evangelizations to all the living. By virtue of
intention of the institutor, Jesus, this college forms only one body which can only function
with Peter at the head and cannot do without him. The college practiced the oneness
expected by the Master who in His prayer’s requested of the Father that His followers
should be one (see Jn 17: 20-25). St. Paul explained this oneness more when he called the
Ephesian followers to preserve the unity of the Spirit by the peace that binds them together
for their one Body, one Spirit, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism and one God
(see Eph 4: 3-6). This apostolic body is made manifest on the college of the bishops in our
time and always. Consequently, today, the college of bishops cannot do or stand without
the pope at the head, because the college of bishops whose head is the Supreme Pontiff
and whose members are bishops by virtue of sacramental consecration and hierarchical
communion with the head and members of the college and in which the apostolic body
continues always be together with the head and never without him (see c. 336; CD 4)

By nature of the source of its institution, the college of the apostles is made divine, because
it was brought to existence directly by Jesus. It therefore can only carry out the functions
that serve for the greater glory of God and salvation of mankind. Likewise, the college of

bishops that succeeds the college of apostles is said to be divine.

3 Episcopal (diocesan bishop) office

The other members of this apostolic college also got the functions of governing, teaching
and sanctifying the flock of Jesus which they exercised in particular areas and regions.

41 The word ,,Apostle” means ,,sent,” that is the one sent by another person for a purpose. In other words, a
pioneering advocate sent for a particular policy or mission. In the same way, Jesus chose twelve Apostles for
His Messianic work of redemption.

The Cambridge dictionary sees Apostle as someone who strongly supports a particular belief or political
movement. The Apostles strongly believed in the teachings of Jesus Christ. They were the advocates,
apologists and propagandists of the gospel of Jesus.
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Wherever they went to evangelize, they instituted Christ followers’ groups and
fellowships, just as they got the right and power from Jesus to do so. Hence Jesus said:
“all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore, make disciples
of all nations, baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teach them to observe all the command | gave you (Mt 28: 18-20). This divine
authority was given to Peter over the universal flock of Christ, but the other apostles also
possessed it over the particular flocks in their care.

That is, they unitedly shared in the power and authority given to Saint Peter towards the
flocks entrusted to them. The unity of their college made the respective flocks gathered by
the other apostles to be subjects of the central control of St. Peter. The power exercised by
the twelve in their respective particular churches never opposed the power of St. Peter,
because he is the Vicar of Christ, every other power and right is subjected to him.

The bishops who appear in form of other apostles got the same functions given to the
apostles to carry out in their respective particular churches. Just as the apostles, their
functions and powers are also divine. The same function which the Roman Pontiff should
carry out in a supreme, full, immediate, universal and ordinary form of power in Christ’s
Church (CIC 331) should also be carried out by the bishops in their particular churches in
a full, immediate and ordinary form of power as well, and in this way, they assist the

Roman Pontiff in exercising his divine office (cf. CIC 334).

4 Ecclesiastical

Apart from the three offices mentioned under the divine ordinance (petrinal, office of the
college of bishops and that of the diocesan bishop), every other office in the Church is
regarded as ecclesiastical. It is however, clear, that the establishment of the juridical
persons also constitute with themselves the offices they guide. Thus, Holy Trinity Piarist
religious parish is a juridic person erected by the Church to serve for salus animarum.
Office is implicit with respect to the juridical person instituted. It means that Holy Trinity
parish is instituted with the same act and motive that presupposes the its pastor’s function.
The same thing is applicable to the establishment of a new diocese and the office of its
bishop.*?

“2 1bid.
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In general, all the offices in the Church, - whether divine or ecclesiastical -, are seen to be
serving for one goal: salus animarum. Jozsef Pétery’s episcopal instruction to dr. Jozsef
Er6s, “kiilonosen lelkére kétom Tisztelendoségednek, hogy nagy gondot forditson hiveinek
Eucharisztikus nevelésére” portrays the actual function of the Mother Church, to lead the
faithful to the living Christ. As a result, all that is done in all offices of the Church aim at
saving the souls of people. The establishment of some offices in the Church, together with
their competent establishers are controlled and ruled by the legislator of code of Cannon
Law, these ones can only validly be functioning as ecclesiastical offices if the establishing
rudiments are being kept as directed by the canons in their regard. Otherwise, they may be
irregularly functioning; that is, even if the institutor regards them valid, their functioning
is irregular. However, many other offices exist in the Church which are merely instituted
by competent authorities just to attend to the need of the people under their administration.
Jesus Christ had only one objective in stablishing His Church and the offices therein:
“salvation of souls”. This aim automatically forms the base of all the ecclesiastical offices.
This means that the stability of these offices enable them to be independent of the
officeholders’ personal will in carrying out their official functions in order to attain to this
primary motive. Consequently, offices may adopt systems, ways and strategies on their
own for governance and operations, their general focus always proves the same. Again,
this aim never changes with the changing of the officeholders managing the offices.
Consequently, the officeholders should strive to reach the demands of the offices they hold
— to serve for the salus animarum, and should deviate from all that may hinder the
fulfillment of this goal. It is notable that, every office goes with functions and
responsibilities, but not every function is an office. Some functions like lectors, acolytes,
deacons and so on may be stably chosen or instituted, but they are not to be seen as offices.
Here we outline the elements of Holy Trinity Piarist religious parish as an office with
respect to definition of parish applied by both 1917 and 1983 codes. These elements are
treated here to meat the conditions and challenges surrounding the parish in quote.

4.1 Holy Trinity Piarist religious parish is stable

Stability is an indispensable element which secures a considerable portion in constituting

a parish. Both the Magyar Lexikon and the two canon law codes of the Mother Church

4 PIARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Hivatalos levelezés,
Kecskemét 1948, 5770/1948.
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acclaim that office must possess stable manner. This stability is by virtue of its nature as
juridic person and its duty as serving the public. Although as far as Church is concerned,
not every office of the Church should be regarded as being stable in manner. Many circular
priests headed the Holy Trinity parish as administrators during the communist system in
Hungary, like dr. Istvan (1958-1962), Ferenc Zolta Marosszéki (1962-1965), dr. Lajos
Kemény (1965-1969).* Moreover, a member of the Order, Istvan Szabd was appointed to
be the parish administrator after the death of Zoltan Férian Szabd. His regime lasted for
only one year.*® These offices were never meant to be stable. In other words, before an
office is to be instituted, the conditions necessary for its long term functioning should be
put into consideration. However, a parish, being the basic unite of the community of
Christ’s faithful is made stable to carry out its pastoral duties properly.

The Church and all its offices that work for salus animarum always prioritize stability. The
word stability used here has an objective undertone. Stability brings in the Christ’s way of
institution of office. Offices instituted by Jesus (for example, petrinal, college of the
apostles, etc.) are all made firm and stable. Stability in this case always refer more directly
to the office itself rather than the person who holds it. This act expounds the objectivity of
the office under consideration. When it is objective, it is independent of the officeholder.
In other words, it continues to exist and functions, irrespective of the person of the
officeholder. Moreover, the office holds, even when there is vacancy in the state of the
holder. The word stability can as well be used when it is subjective. In this sense the
officeholder knows very well that no entrustment or office holding is perpetual, but he still
enjoys stability during the tenure of holding the office. Clerics holding offices, like the
diocesan bishops and pastors, experience this situation when they reach the canonical
retiring age of seventy-five years. In this condition, their office is subjectively stable before
the completion of the required age of resignation. Here, the office of the parish pastor is
subjectively stable as the office changes from time to time. The same thing is applicable
to those occasions where the tenure of the superior of a religious institute is stipulated to
be for a given duration. Here, the superior also experiences stability in his or her office
until the time of the regime elapses.

Although, an office can, by any uncounted reason stop functioning, but its aim of existence
must be made stable. The stability of a parish is provided by the act of the bishop who

gives it necessary rights to function as a parish. The right must be the right of erection,

4 KOZICZ, ., A Kecskeméti Piarista Plébania Hetven éve 1948-2018, Budapest-Kecskemét 2018, 159-235.
45 bid.
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which requires that every parish must possess juridical personality if legitimately erected.
The erecting act of Bishop Jozsef Pétery acclaimed in his declaration with file number
5770/1948 gave the Holy Trinity Parish the impetus to stand as a parish which possesses
stable manner (cf. Can. 515, §2).% Can. 114,§1 of the present legislator denotes that a
juridic person derives it juridical personal statutes either by law or by decree of competent
authority. A parish in this sense gets its personality by law.*’

Once juridic person, it possesses those characters that go with every other juridic persons.
Firstly, that the juridic personal statutes must be perpetual as applied by the Can. 120, §1.4
This is actually the basis of its stability. The statute is not something temporary. Although
many reasons contributed to the erection of Holy Trinity Piarist religious parish of
Kecskemét, as I would still elaborate on subsequent chapters, there was no plan that the
parish would be revoked back if those reasons and conditions are settled or realized. A
parish cannot be temporarily situated or erected. Otherwise, it can be erected in form of
chaplaincy, station, community, etc. The second is that it is a non-collegial universitas
personarum, which denotes that its members do not determine its actions through decision
making. This is actually the nature of Holy Trinity parish of Kecskemét; it is made up of a
group of a community of the faithful who territorially belong to it, but are centrally
controlled by the laws of the universal Church and particular laws of the local diocese.
Consequently, a pastor represents and governs the functions and activities of only the
parish under his care. All vice pastors and pastors of Holy Trinity Parish governed the
parish and took care of the faithful without prejudice to pertinent canons to the chapters
dealing with parishes. A parish is known to be a public juridic person as written in Can.
116. Being aggregate of person (universitates personarum), it exists to fulfil the purpose
of its institution and the Church, which is nothing but salus animarum in the name of the
Church.

% PIARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Hivatalos levelezés,
Kecskemét 1948, 5770/1948.

47 See c. 515, §2.

4 This perpetuity does not mean that it still maintains its personality if the competent authority responsible
to it wishes otherwise. That is, the compentent Ecclesiastical authority responsible for erection of an office
in the Church is also responsible for terminating its personality, provided that there is adequate reason for
act of termination and the people concerned are consulted prior to the act, as denoted by cc. 320, §3; 616, §’
and 733, §1 espectively. As a matter of fact, if those concerned are not consulted before the given act of
termination or surpression, the act is likely to be invalid without prejudice to pertinent canons to the given
chapter.
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4.2 Holy Trinity Piarist religious parish is within the boundaries
of a given diocese

The determination of the territories (cf. Council of Trent, Sess. XXIV, c. xiii, de ref.) of
parishes in a diocese has two goals to achieve. To provide those groups or parishes
constituting the local church with the effective requirements for the “salus animarum’ and
also to assure that their participation in the universal mission is trained and organized.
Consequently, Holy Trinity parish of Kecskemét originally fell within the boundaries of
the diocese of Vac, but the ,,Hungarorum Gens” Apostolic Constitution promulgated by
St. Pope John Paul 1l on the 30th of May 1993 made it to belong to Arch-diocese of
Kalocsa-Kecskemét as already reflected on the above chapter.

For a particular group of the faithful to be appropriately taken care of, they should fall
within a particular diocese under the leadership of a particular bishop. Here the emphasis
is on making clear and open the limits and boundaries of the parish (cf. c. 518).% This is
to ensure the effective pastoral works which are carried out among the faithful as well as
the enhancement of a perfect and possible spiritual welfare of the same People of God. If
the determination of boundaries of the diocese is achieved, it would be easier to distribute
the clergy within the diocese. As a matter of fact, exemption given to parishes erected for
clerical religious institutes with Papal right does not exempt them from being within the
territories of the given diocese where their parish falls to. Moreover, the 1917 code
subjected religious houses of non-exempt institutions to be part of the parishes which they
territorially belonged to.>® Consequently, Holy Trinity parish still belongs to the local
diocese even though it was erected and solely handed over to the Piarist Religious Order.
All these things contribute to the good, not only of the clergy and the faithful who are
directly under its care, but also the whole Church.” With this, the parish would ever be
provided with the confidence of the divine guidance as well as the human organizational
and administrative elements available in the Church. It is only within this face of condition
that the rights and obligations of the faithful can be talked about. The harmony within the

49 Canon 518 mandates that parishes should be territorial, following the instructionf of the Council of Trent.
It also mentioned situations when attribution of a territory to a parish and its pastor would not be
absolutely necessary. That is, in the case of personal parishes, when a parish may by established to meet the
demands of the pastoral care of rites, languages, or nationality of Christian faithful in a territory. As a result,
certain parishes coexist with others in the same territory, e.g. in the Orient or in large American cities. There
are even rare instances of parishes formed solely of families, without regard to territory.

50 See c. 464, §2; SZUROMI, SZ. A., A szerzetesi és szerzetesrendre bizott plébanidkra vonatkozé hatdlyos
egyhazfegyelmi eloirasok vazlata, A Pazmany Péter Katolikus Egyetem Hittudomanyi Kara, hittudoményi
folydirat LIII. évfolyyam, 2019.3-4, 233.
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diocese is also achieved in this way, thereby strengthening the relationship between the
leader of the diocese, the bishop, the different parishes and the Piarist religious Order.>!
This relationship should not end within the confines of the diocese, but also foster the
incorporation of those matters — as encouraged by the Vatican Council 1l — in which the
working together with other dioceses is enhanced to manifest the one Church entrusted to
the apostles who belonged to the same college instituted by same Christ as clarified by
Christus Dominus, number 36. The document encourages structural functioning of the
bishops’ conference, the fraternal charity issues, issues pertaining the universal mission as
seen from the earliest ages of the Church, matters of ecclesiastical provinces (CD, no. 40),
the establishment of various offices to serve several dioceses in a particular area (CD, no.
42).

4.3 Holy Trinity parish is under the authority of a diocesan
bishop

Among all, a parish requires to be erected under the authority of the diocesan bishop.>? A
parish is an office, and an office is a duty, and being a duty, it requires someone to account
for it. Even if an office is under the control of a group of people where they share rights
and responsibility of that office as a group, there must be an authority responsible for it.>*
This element is nourishing from the previous one which requires that the parish should fall
within the boundaries of the diocese. In effect, by being under the authority of the diocesan
bishop, it empowers the bishop to reach almost every aspect of the management of parish,
namely: the erection and alteration of the parish, the appointment of the pastor to handle
the parish, the provision of the clerical helpers if the parish is big enough and requires it,

the enactment of rules guiding the temporal goods of the parishes, etc. The hands of J6zsef

51 Whenever the issue of working together is a topic to be discussed, every sector of the one Chrsit’s
Church should see it as an obligation. It should be extended towards working together of instirutes of Holy
Life among themselves and also between them and doiceses. With working together, different religious
institutes could help each other and commonly solve the problem of education their members as
encourageA MEGSZENTELT ELET INTEZMENYEI ES AZ APOSTOLI ELET TARSASAGAI
KONGREGACIOJA, Romai Dokumentumok XXII, A szerzetesi élet szemlélédd dimenzioja, a
Kongregacio 1980. marcius 4-7-i plenaris tilésének dokumentuma, SZIT., Az Apostoli Szentszék
Konyvkiaddja,Budapest 2003, 11-13.

%2 See c. 515, §1.

%8 See c. 517, §1.

5 See c. 516, §1. This canon uses the word ,,definite” to express manner of Christian community in this
group. That is, they are as public as any open group can be and still definite in their quorum or attitude.
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Pétery extended to erection of the Holy Trinity parish, appointing dr. Erés Jozsef to the
parish as vice pastor, appointing Scultéty Kalman és Kollati Istvan as vicars to help him.*®
As it were, a pastor is acting in the parish in the bishop’s stead. He exercises the power of
teaching, governance and sanctifying directly given to the bishop in view of his office. In
carrying out these three important functions, Vatican Council 11 called priests necessary
helpers and counselors to bishops.*® The diocese exists as the smallest complete group of
the people of God in the sense that it is under the governance of the bishop in whom the
right of administering all the sacraments are complete. The bishop is the only person in
the diocese who is with the power to enact and execute laws for and against every faithful
in his diocese, so even the pastors of religious parishes must abide to his particular laws

and precepts.

4.4 A parochus is always appointed to Holy Trinity parish

The current legislator commands that even when parish is entrusted to group of priests in
solidum or to religious institutes, one of them should be appointed to be in charge of
pastoral works; that is, to make the make the pastoral care be precise with concentrated
sense of responsibility.>” The same mandate was also used by CIC 471, §1 (1917), saying
that vise pastor should be appointed when religious parishes are joined with complete
legitimacy to moral persons, cathedrals, etc. In each case the reason lies on, having the
proper pastor of the parish to take care of all the pastoral and spiritual needs of the faithful.
Immediately after the erection of Holy Trinity parish, bishop Jézsef Pétery told the
provincial to nominate a pastor for the parish. ®® When this was done according to the
pertinent canon to this chapter,®® he appointed dr. Jozsef Erds for the function.®® I will still
elaborate on this topic on the subsequent topics. The pastor must be particular and should
work in place of the diocesan bishop. The Vatican Council in Christus Dominus, no. 30

indicated that: “Parish priests are in a special sense, collaborators with the bishop. They

% PIARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Hivatalos levelezés,
Kecskemét 1948, 5770/1948. This document has attachments of appointment of pastor and vicars of the
parish.

% See PO 6.

57 See cc. 517, §1; 520, §1.

58 PIARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Magyar rendfénokség uj
levéltara (1.1.b), Hivatalos levelezés, Kecskemét 1948, 1279/1948.

% See c. 682, §1.

80 PIARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Magyar rendfénokség 0j
levéltara (1.1.b), Hivatalos levelezés, Kecskemét 1948, 5770/1948, attachment on the appointment of the
parish vice pastor.
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are given, in a specific section of the diocese, and under the authority of the bishop, the
care of the souls as their particular shepherd.” In this way, the pastor as a person relates
in medium between his parish and the diocese. He works for salus animarum in his local
parish as the particular pastor of his sheep but at the same time being a collaborator with
the bishop, connecting in his one person his local parish with the diocese at large.

Till date, it is well known that pastors of this Piarist parish always strive to keep adequate
relationship and collaboration with the given diocesan bishop.

Appointment of pastor is always solely the function of the bishop of the diocese. We say
it is “solely his function,” because even if the parish is under the care of the religious, as
in case the nomination or selection of the pastor is done by their competent authority,
Sandor Sik, the appointment is was done by the diocesan bishop (CIC 682, §1).

So generally speaking, parishes can only be erected if there are people whose salvation of
their souls need it, which should be established within the boundaries of the of the diocese
under the care of the diocesan bishop whom the appointed local pastor represents.

4.5 Other members of the parish (presbyters, brothers and the
laity) always cooperate and work with the pastor for salus
animarum.

The Vatican Council Il uncouraged priests to work together with the faithful and conduct
themselves in their midst, sincerely acknowledge and promote the dignity of the laity and
the role which is proper to them in the mission of the Church.®® In essence, the laity and
the priests are to work together to identify and find solutions to such problems regarding
their personal and community faith, spiritual welfare of the individual parishioners and
groups, salvific matters, etc. This act of working together is always an attribute of the Holy
Trinity parish community of Kecskemét since the parish is erected till now. As a matter of
fact, even if the parish is religious in nature, the parish pastor and all his assisting religious
members and co-workers should strive to maintain this working together.5? The vastness
of pastoral work in the parish justifies the fact that a pastor should need the help of every
member of the parish to achieve a successful goal in his apostolic work. The first Corpus
Christi procession done by the Holy Trinity parish on the 16" June 1949 proved it well.

61 See PO 9.
62 See VALESIO, D. P., La Vita Consacrata nella Chiesa, (Facolta’ di Dirrito Canonico San Pio X,
Manuallia 4; edizione revista e ampliata a cura de Musca, V.) Venezia 2010.
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Many of the equipment used for the liturgical procession was borrowed or hired from other
churches and individuals.®® Meanwhile, a parish under the control of the parochus requires
the contribution of the other clergies, priests and deacons residing in and around the
territory of the parish as well as the laity. Can. 208 says: “From their rebirth in Christ,
there exists among all the Christian faithful a true quality regarding dignity and action by
which they all cooperate in the building up of the Body of Christ according to each one’s
condition and function.” S0 by helping in the pastoral and other aspects of the parish work,
a faithful is more or less fulfilling his or her own obligations derived from the sacrament
of baptism. Within the Eucharistic week and dedication of the church’s organ (from 26"
February to 5™ March 1950), a man waked into the parish on Saturday and gave the parish
pastor a sum of 1000 Forint for restauration of organ, which was at that time a very big
money. The man went away immediately without mentioning his name.%* The parish and
the parish pastors should strive to reach out to such charismatic and generous hearts like
this who are willing to work with the clergy; it needs the assembly of the abilities,
potentials, charisms, and statutes of all the members of the parish to enhance an effective

pastoral endeavors.

83 KOZICZ, J,. A Kecskeméti Piarista plébania hetven éve 1948-2018, Budapest-Kecskemét 2018, Budapest-
Kecskemét 2018, 309.
84 KOZICZ, J,. A Kecskeméti Piarista plébania hetven éve 1948-2018, Budapest-Kecskemét 2018, 312.

36



DOI: 10.15774/PPKE.HTK.2021.001

I1I. LEGAL CONDITIONS AND CHALLENGES
ABOUT OFFICE OF PASTOR OF KECSKEMET
PIARIST PARISH DURING “PRE-EPISCOPAL”
STAGE.

The period I call “pre-episcopal” is the time when the Holy Trinity Piarist community was
not yet a parish; the time when members of the Order have already gained ground among
the faithful of this community but still belonged to the mother parish. When the
parishioners living around this community have felt the need for them to be independent
in terms of pastoral works, notwithstanding, they did not request for division. The peaceful
time, when there were no worries and difficulties or challenges from any government
regime forcing members of the Order to dabble to pastoral works, etc.

As a matter of fact, Piarist religious Order is always faced with challenges as far as they
exist in a given environment. Although, to face challenges is more or less, primary and
obvious in anything pertaining apostolate of religious institutes; it is normal. Then, the
challenges being faced by the Piarists always seem to be extraordinary, because knowing
very well the special apostolate of Piarist religious Order, that is, education and taking care
of the youths, or more precisely, education of the less privileged youths, it is clear that life
of the Piarist Order would ever be full of challenges. In one sentence, “defeating these
challenges make Piarist religious institute worthwhile.”

In this thesis, I will not engage in discussing the challenges of the institute in taking care
and education of the youth, I would rather dabble into such difficulties and challenges, plus
conditions surrounding pastoral engagements of the Order before they felt the need to
request for erection of parish in Kecskemét. I would therefore examine only the pastoral
spiritual need of the Kecskemét people and the surroundings which led to inviting the
Piarists, then the quality of evangelism carried out by the members on work, which
convinces the faithful to support the building of not only their religious house, but also
their own church. | would also look into the challenges facing them financially, socially
and legally to exist as a group of evangelizers in the city of Kecskemét.

These challenges also served as factor determining the stay of the Piarist religious Order
in the city, because they could only continue their works for which they were invited if

they could overcome those stumbling blocks.
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1 Spiritual need and re-strengthening Catholicism

Catholic always lay emphasis on her two roads to evangelism: the “outward-road” which
leads to the gentiles, to all the ends of the Earth, converting and wining to Christ Jesus (cf.
Mt 28: 19-20), and the “inward-road” which leads inversely, to the Church herself, to
already converted faithful leading them to constant spiritual renewal and revival (cf. Mt
10: 5-8). In each case, religious is ever seen to be an adequate “agent of help” to achieving
this ecclesiastical apostolic goal.® Thus, there is a stable form of life that is always
portrayed by the Piarist religious Order as consecrated life among the youths, in which
they follow Christ more closed under the action of the Holy Spirit (cf. can. 573, §1). With
this form of life, they attract multitude of Christ’s faithful to themselves. Their exemplary
life for the youth always makes them have special regard and respect in the society.

By virtue of nature and fundamentals of religious life, history, culture and legislators of
cannon law testify Church’s request for help from religious institutes in pastoral apostolic
works especially in times of need. Likewise, the Piarist religious order shared in the local
pastoral works in Kecskemét and its vicinities with a very high zeal especially during the
middle of 18th century. This does not necessarily mean that religious institutes cannot
engage in these apostolic participations on their own at their own time, our emphasis here
lies on how the Church encourages local authorities to implore the help of religious
institutes, though with special regard to apostolates proper to them.® In other words, every
order, religious institute or organization has a peculiar fundamental apostolate which the
founder has in mind before founding and instituting it. This should always be focused on,
no matter the arising need or situation in the Church.®” The Piarist order in this aspect, has
teaching as a fundamental apostolate. Their teaching enthusiasm, methods and capacity
among the youths in primary and secondary schools is always outstanding. Generally,
religious groups and Piarists as well, always enjoy support of the faithful because of their
unique nature even from the earliest time when it newly came into existence in the Church.
The faithful always see something more in them and are convinced that they could add

more to their lives. The Piarists are not alone on this; Norbert of Xanten and his Norbertine

% See VALESIO, D. P., La Vita Consacrata nella Chiesa, (Facolta’ di Dirrito Canonico San Pio X,
Manuallia 4; edizione revista e ampliata a cura de Musca, V.) Venezia 2010.

% See.c 674.

57 1hid.
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(Premonstratensian) monks lived a life worthy of emulation among the priests of Laon and
this made Premontre to be a spiritual center throughout the vicinity of Laon.®® The “living
of evangelical life” is naturally seen on them. Moreover, their life of community and
especially their total renouncing on the worldly things only for salus animarum promotes
their world to people. Can. 675, §1 expounds it this way: “Apostolic action belongs to the
very nature of institutes dedicated to works of the apostolate. Accordingly, the whole life
of the members is to be imbued with an apostolic spirit; indeed, the whole apostolic action
is to be informed by the religious spirit.” This natural manner of apostolic action attributed
to them radiates from their very appearance among people, therefore their disciples always
equate them with fruitful evangelical works. The legislature says that their lives should be
imbued with an apostolic spirit; this actually differentiates them from most of the circular
priests, who may in one way or the other be distracted by worldly side of apostolic works.
As a result, parishes or churches under the care of the religious always count on greater
number of faithful and higher level of spiritual care in any place they evangelize. It is also
very remarkable that most times, religious groups go for new converts, taking up the works
of evangelization even in the most difficult areas.

The arrival of the Piarist religious group to Hungary has special reasons behind it. As
history has it, the Piarists were called into the country to participate in the country’s
evangelization of 18" century, especially on educational field. As a result, they were
invited to lowland around Kecskemét by Earl Kohary Istvan to handle the educational
situation of the vicinity,%to educate the youth concentrating around the surroundings of
Kecskemét. Kohary applied the right provided by the legislator in CIC 212, §2 (1983)
which says: Christifidelibus integrin est, ut necessitates suas, praesertim spirituals, suaque
optata EcclesiaePastoribus patefaciant. That is, Christ’s faithful are at liberty to make
known their needs especially their spiritual needs and their wishes to the pastors of the
Church. He made known the spiritual needs of the youths of Kecskemét county to the
Piarist religious order, requesting for help. Even though, he was not a priest, still as Christ’s
faithful, he made his request by virtue of his fundamental right a Christ’s faithful. The

piarist religious priests gave room to his request and helped the region. Moreover,

8 SZUROMI, SZ. A., Medieval Canon Law heritage of the Norbertine Abbey of Weissenau in the Hermitage
of St. Petersburg, in Folia Canonica 12 (2009) 119-137, especially 130; PUTHIADAM, 1., A short hiytory of
Religious life, From the Desert of Egypt to the Oasis of the second Vatican Council, Asian Trading
Corporation, Bangalore 2010, 119. BACKMUND, N., Die mitterlalterlichen Geschichtsschreeiber des
Pramonstratensordens (Bibliotheca Analectarum Premonstratensium 10), Averbode 1972. 252-254, 267-
272.

8 KOZICZ, J,. A Kecskeméti Piarista plébania hetven éve 1948-2018, Budapest-Kecskemét 2018, 9.
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“Christifideles,...ius habent ad educationem christianam,” (cf. c. 217), that is Christ’s
faithful have the right of Christian education. The canon says that this right is from their
virtue of being baptized, so that they can educationally strive for human maturity and also
to know and live the mystery of salvation. This era was highly remarkable in Hungary and
other countries of Europe, because this was the time of renewal of the Church in Hungary,
after the influencial effect of reformation on the daily life of the Catholic Church. Being a
religious group with a diverse apostolic strategies, the Piarists had to apply educational
systems,’® which is their primary apostolate together with pastoral engagements. By
teaching the faith of Catholicism in schools, they could achieve more among their
disciples; by living among the people they taught and evangelized (which is the best
method in missionary work), they came closer to the successful result of what they were
called to do in the lowland side of the country. With this system they always give clarity
and vigor to faith, nourish a life lived according to the spirit of Christ, they lead to knowing
and active participation in the liturgical mystery and inspire apostolic action as propounded
by the Second Vatican Council (GE 4). As the case maybe, the people of Kecskemét
developed a special love on these Piarist pioneers; many joined to be disciples of their
teachings. Although, these faithful were belonging to the central Ascension’s high parish
of Kecskemét, but the spiritual needs of the Catholic faithful at this time made them to
metamorphose into another group within the same parish group who were completely
dedicated to helping the Piarists to achieve their goals of evangelization. Maximum
supports were given to them from the poor and rich members of the faithful. After all, “The
state of those who profess the evangelical counsels in institutes of this type belongs to the
life and holiness of the Church and must be fostered and promoted by all in the Church
(CIC 574, §1).” The Church supported them greatly by provided them with a place to build
areligious house, at least for living.”* With this, the Piarists were inclusively provided with
the right to lead a life and exercise the works proper to the purpose of their religious
institute. The poor members of the flock contributed and offered them daily food as well.

0 GE 4 states that the means of education proper to the Church is of catechetical training. In other words,
the education that uses moral and faith as the foremost instrument. Piarist order is one among others that
applies this method.

L Canon 611 declares that when a diocesan bishop gives right of erection of religious house to a religious
institute, other rights necessary for their existence are also automatically inclusive, like right of leading life
that matches the character and is proper to the purpose or apostolate of the institute, right of exercising the
apostolic works proper to them and also right of building church if need arises.
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2 Certainty in operation of Piarist congregation in Kecskemét

When certainty is mentioned in the Church in terms of institution of offices we first call in
mind the act of competent authority: the act of stabilizing the established office. In other
words, an office is made stable by the establishing competent authority. Among these,
some offices cannot exist without been made certain. A parish is an example of these; a

group of people can only be called parish if it is made stable.”

The arrival of the Piarist religious institute was originally to meet the demands of the
ecclesiastical invitations, especially in matters education and counter-reformation. On his
brief reference to this, Kozicz Janos said that the evangelical spirit of those pioneer Piarists
were very high.” This high zeal led them through all the difficulties they encountered
along the line. The fortitude in them was noticed by the flock and the surrounding regions,
like Kiskunfélegyhdza, Csonrad, Jaszberény, Pusztapéteri, Ferencszallas, Kerekegyhaza
and so on.” There are expectations of continuation from pupils and parents of the schools
in their control. Cultures were adopted from feasts, celebrations, teachings and regulations
they constituted. Moreover, they were convinced that the local ordinary would provide
them with a just autonomy of life, especially of governance, which is always acknowledged
by individual institutes, with which they would possess their own discipline in the Church
and would be able to preserve their own patrimonial impact (cf: c. 586, §1). The legislator
denotes in §2 of this same cannon, that “it is for the local ordinaries to preserve and
safeguard this autonomy” for these institutes. Again, seeing the success of their
evangelization, especially the performances of these schools handed over to them in 1716,
the senators of Szeged invited them to work similarly in their city as well. With these they
had hope for continuation and stability of their duties of proclaiming the gospel in the
lowland region. With all these, the religious institute could live in the hope of stabilization
and certainty from the side of the local ordinary. Evangelical works were successful and

concrete supports came from both the flock and the local diocesan authority. Therefore,

2 Canon 515, §1 says: ,, Paroecia est certa communitas christifidelium in Ecclesia particulari stabiliter
constituita,...” That is: a parish is a certain community of Christ’s faithful stability established within a
particular Church. Here the emphasis lies on the stable establishment of a community to become a parish.
More or less, stability becomes a very important element of parish establishment.

3 See KOZICZ, J,. A Kecskeméti Piarista plébania hetven éve 1948-2018, Budapest-Kecskemét 2018, 9-26.
™ 1hid.
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they believe not only in the continuation of the works they were invited for or, but also in
the certainty of the work itself both evangelically and authoritatively.

3 Moral and material needs

There was no doubt on the support from the faithful to the Piarist religious organization in
Kecskemét, because right from their arrival, the faithful saw the need to help them settle
and carry out their work of grace. No wonder, canon 222, §1 says: “Christ’s faithful have
the obligation to provide for the need of the Church, so that the Church has available to it
those things which are necessary for divine worship, for works of the apostolate and of
charity and for the worthy support of its ministers.”” As a matter of fact, their works were
noticed like the works of the first followers of Christ in Antioch, which made people to
call them Christians.”® Their works of mercy, the sacrifice they took up for the flock, their
steadfastness in evangelical actions, their conviction in successful work, their exemplary
lives, their words and deeds; all helped them to win confidence of all Christ’s faithful.
Owing to this, both Kecskemét people and the low-land regional communities
(Kiskunfélegyhaza, Csongrad, Jaszberény, Pusztapéteri, Ferencszallds, Kerekegyhaza,

etc.) joined up in donating and offering for their daily needs. ”’

The Council of Trent foresaw this trend right from the time she felt that some dioceses and
parishes could not withstand financial difficulties for successful evangelical works. She
therefore commanded that bishops should assign the contribution of first fruits and tithes
by the parishioners, hoping that in this way, it shall deem more profitable, in order to
decently suffice for the need of the parish pastor and the parish itself.”® There is always
power in the support of the faithful. After all, Christifideles obligatione tenetur

necessitatibus subveniendi Ecclesiae, ut eidem praetor sint quae ad cultum divinum, that

7> The legislator used the word “obligation” to denote the concern of the faithful to the Church. More polite
words like responsibility or function may have provide the faithful with the chance of neglecting the duties
of supporting the Church, but the legislator used the word, “obligation” to make mandatory and compulsory
for them. Meanwhile the obligation of supporting the Church by the faithful is unavoidable.

6 In Acts 11: 25-26, Barnabas went for Saul in Tarsus and both of them visited the Church of Antioch and
stayed with them for about one year. Their instructions, together with the enthusiasm of the congregation
made this community of the faithful to acquire spiritual powers from the Holy Spirit, with which they did
many good works and converted multitude to Christ. People seeing them prophesied that they were
performing like Christ their Master, and as a result, called them “Christians.”

7 See HISTORIA DOMUS KECSKEMETIENSIS |, 1714-1760, Demka Sandor Haldldig, Kecskemét 1760.
8 See Council of Trent, Sess. XXIV, c. xiii, which treated the division of dioceses into parishes.
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is, Christ’s faithful have the obligation to provide for the needs of the Church, so that the
Church has available to it those things which are necessary for divine worship. Therefore,
even if the authorities of the Church do all to provide many for the Church, it is still an
obligation of the faithful to take care and provide for the Church. Minor sources say that
the faithful abided to this law and helped the Piarist fathers in many ways. Apart from the
Holy Masses which they buked, through which they financially supported the religious,
the faithful from the above mentioned areas, also contributed many food items like bread,
meet, wine, cereals, lamb, cheese and many other things. We can imagine what kind of
challenges feeding, physical and material maintenance could be to the members of the
Order here in Kecskemét. They had to depend on the good will of the people for

sustenance. They lived a complete life of the missionaries.

Nevertheless, The Piarists are known from the beginning for keeping the words of Jesus in
Mt 10, 9-10 as He urges: Provide yourself with no gold or silver, not even with coppers for
your purses, with no haversack for the journey or spare tunic or footwear or staff, for the
laborer deserves his keep.” Although Kecskemét community got some monetary fund
from the competent authority, but it would have gone nowhere if the faithful have not
immensely supported the religious in building the church. A good number of pious families
sold their lands and gave them the benefits. The great landowners of the low-land region
like Kohdary Istvan and many other correspondences of similar caliber from that era also
provided them with huge supports.”® Many of the sacred vessels and linens, alter

decorations, church and window paintings were also donated by the flock.

Poverty always remains one of the hardest challenges religious for. It is not surprising, the
pioneers of religious, the hermits and the cenobites® who lived in Egypt towards the end
of third century were never rich, they were all poor. Most of them lived in the desert, for
example, St. Paul of the Desert (251-356), Antony of the Desert (250-356), Pachomius
(+346), St. Basil the Great (+379), whose “regular of life” fundamentally influenced most

of religious societies of the Eastern Church,®* Eusthatios of Sebaste in Asia Minor, East

" KOZICZ, J., A Kecskeméti Piarista Plébdania Hetven éve 1948-2018, Budapest-Kecskemét 2018, 9-12.

8 PUTHIADAM, L., A short hiytory of Religious life, From the Desert of Egypt to the Oasis of the second
Vatican Council, Asian Trading Corporation, Bangalore 2010, 30. On this chapter Puthiadams explained the
character of the hermits, that is, the anchorites who lived alone all through their lives and the coenobites who
were also monks, but lived in community, both in Egypt towards the end of third century.

81 SZUROMI, SZ. A., Bevezetés a Katolikus hit renszerébe, SZIT, Az Apostoli Szentszék Konyvkiadoja,
Budapest 2014, 43.
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Syrian Monastery members, West Syrian Monastery members, etc.,% all lived an extra-
ordinary poor life.

Notwithstanding, every faithful exercised the pleno iure provided to him or her by the
legislator to share the Church’s mission, thereby promoting and supporting apostolic action
by their own initiatives, undertaken according to their state and condition (cf: c. 216). As
the case may be, both religious members and the faithful also felt the need of building up
a church under the religious’ care, because all were filled with the hope of continuation. It
was clear to everyone that the task of settling down and building up a church will not be
an easy one. We shall treat the topic of church building in the later chapters. The religious
were open to every offering, support and help that may come from anybody. Therefore,
they involved everyone in their daily countenances to move forward. Trials and setbacks
arose from every angle, but the moral and material support behind them fortified them day

by day.

82 PUTHIADAM, |., A short hiytory of Religious life, 33-52.
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IV. LEGAL CONDITIONS AND CHALLENGES
ABOUT OFFICE OF HOLY TRINITY PARISH
PASTOR DURING “SUPER SUPERIOR” STAGE

Let us use the expression “super superior stage” to characterize the era under which the
Superior General of the Piarist religious Institute was requested to approve the erection of
Holy Trinity

Parish in Kecskemét. It would have been more logical to treat the “Episcopal stage” before
this one. That is, the stage when Jozsef Pétery, the bishop of Vac was procedurally erecting
the parish. But knowing very well that such act would never commence without approval
from the highest competent authority, | find it better to anticipate the treatment of the area
handling conditions and challenges during “super superior” stage.

This stage would also come across many challenges as the Superior General would
examine all and all pertaining the erection of this parish; to find out whether this proposal
would be beneficial to their institute, whether it would be the saving solution to the present
problem the Order is encountering, also to weigh the response and attitude of the local
ordinary, to be sure that every step is taken depending on the necessity, to ensure the
legitimacy of the acts carried out, and so on.

Actually, Superior Generals has similar position in religious system like local ordinaries
in circular system of the Church. By circular I mean diocesan system, though not every
superior has ordinary, proper and immediate power over the members under him as
diocesan bishop has over the diocese entrusted to him.8 Among all levels of superiors, the
one very similar to episcopal office in manner is the provincial’s one. Hence, the pertinent
canon to this chapter says: “plurium domorum coniunctio quae sub eodem Superiore
partem immediatem eiusdem institute constituat et ab auctoritate legitima canonice erecta
sit, nomine venit provinciae. " As a result, his power over his province is immediate and
proper to those houses which are canonically brought together by a legitimate authority to
form the particular part of the same institute entrusted to him. The first difference between
this office and office of a local ordinary would be in issue of stability. Meanwhile office

of superiors is never made stable, they are temporary.®® As the case may be, the provincial

8 See c. 381, §1.
8 Canon 621.
8 Canon 642,§ 1.

45



DOI: 10.15774/PPKE.HTK.2021.001

superior would be the one competent to request the erection of parish in his province from
the Superior General.

At this point, | have to bring in the competency of the Superior General; he is the one to
give the final approval from the side of the religious institute in such matter with heavy
interests like erection of parish. The current legislator says: “Supermus Moderator
potestatem obtinet in omnes instituti provincias, domos et sodales, exercendam secundum
ius proprium, ceteri Superiores ea gaudent intra fines sui muneris.”’®® That is, his power
extends to all the provinces, houses and members of the institute which he exercises
according to proper law, whereas other superiors possess power within the limits of their
function. 8 If that is the case, his approval for erection of parish in Kecskemét in
indispensable.

Truly, erection of a religious parishes always differ in many ways from the erection of
diocesan parishes. When a diocesan parish is to be erected, every power of erection centers
around the diocesan local ordinary. The bishop’s episcopal power is enough to carry out
the action from the beginning of its procedure till the end. Every other power or forum (for
example, the presbyteral council) becomes advisory or consultative in nature and
performance. At the end, the parish arises as the smallest, or with better expression, the
basic unite of Christ’s faithful. All the legal proceedings start and end under the authority
of the diocesan bishop. In the erection of a religious parish, or joining a religious house or
church with a parish, it becomes more complicated, due to the nature of mission of
religious life. The table below shows few legal differences likely to be experienced when
we compare the erection of diocesan with erection of religious parishes.

Diocesan parish Religious parish

The parish pastors or parishioners | the religious should requests for the
themselves can request for erection, | erection
otherwise, the bishop himself erects

without request

The bishop erects parishes (can. 515, §2; | The superior general only approves
and can. 1427, §1 of 1917 code. erection of parishes but has no power to

erect.

& Canon 622.

87 Canon 502 of 1917 code also reserved a lot powers to the superior general as it says: “A szerzet legfébb
kormanyzojanak hatalma van az osszes tartomanyok, hazak és rendtagok folott, amelyet a szabalyok szerint
kell gyakorolnia, ...”
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The bishop consults the presbyteral council

before erecting (can. 515, §2)

The provincial consults the chapters and
the superior general before requesting for

erection of parish

The bishop erects diocesan parishes (can.
515, §2)

Only the Hole See has the right to erect a
religious parish, but the bishop can erect

with approval from the Holy See

Suppression of parish is also done by the

bishop, though after consulting of

presbyteral council

Only the Holy See has the right to suppress
a religious parish

The pastor is appointed freely by the
bishop, though may consult the dean of the

The provincial is only to nominate the

appointee

zone

Looking closely on the above table, it is easy to observe the weight of act of the religious
superiors. Their right of participation on the erection of a religious parish is not merely
consultative and advisory, they have a determinant undertone. For example, a parish cannot
be regarded religious without approval from the supreme moderator, or the superior
general, who according to the current legislator, exercises power over all the provinces,
houses and members of the given institute. His opinion is prioritized against the local
ordinary’s own when deciding whether a parish is to be requested for the religious or no. I
mean, he and the chapters of the religious have many things to consider before requesting
for parish for their institute. Canon 501, §1 of 1917 code used more stronger expression to
qualify the powers of superior and chapters when it says: “Az eldljaroknak és a
kaptalanoknak uralkodé hatalmuk van az alattvalok folétt... "®® They have a ruling power
when it comes to matters of governance of the members under them and this is the power
they should exercise un behalf of their institute during such acts like erection of parish.

As a matter of fact, the approval of the superior general must be preceded by a formal
request letter addressed to him by the provincial of the province where the parish would
be erected for the institute. So let us look into the legacy of the request letter written by
Sandor Sik, the Hungarian provincial of Piarist religious Order during the erection of the

Holy Trinity parish in Kecskemét.

8 PIARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Hivatalos levelezés,
Kecskemét 1948, 1148/1948.
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1 Provincial’s request to the Superior General

Now, the provincial, being the competent authority to start the procedure, wrote a letter of
request to the Superior General. The letter was written on the 7" of September 1948%° in
Latin language (as lingua Ecclesiae).? In this letter, he first referred to the number 277 of
the Piarist institute Regula, which regulates the procedure of making a parish Piarist. |
quote his letter: “Ad normam Nr. 277. Regularum communium humillime peto licenciam,
ut in domibus nostris in Nagykanizsa, Kecskemét, et Satoraljaujhely paroeciae erigi
possint. Causae id saudentes Paternitate Vestrae Optime sunt notae.”%

I would not continue without pointing on the fact that other institutions of the Piarist
religious order under Hungarian province had the same problem of nationalization at this
same time and they almost got lost as well. That is why the provincial requested from the
Superior General the erection of parishes of the three places at the same time and with the
same request letter. However, my project is researching on the legal conditions
surrounding only the of Kecskemét parish, I would therefore focus only on it, though I
maybe referring from time to time on the conditions of the other parishes.

This regularum communes referred by the provincial denotes norms to be observed before
confirming a Piarist religious parish as | would explained under the topic of reasons for
erecting Piarist religious parish in Kecskemét.

At the salutation and closing of this letter, the provincial used similar modalities to greet
the Superior General as when he addresses the local ordinary of Vac diocese, Bishop Jozsef
Pétery; saluting him with highest humility, “Benedicite! Reverendissime ac Delictissime
Pater”..., and closing with “cum manuum Paternarum doesculatione permanoe
humillimus in Christo filius.” This clearly shows also the dual reverence surrounding the
statutes of a religious whenever an office is entrusted to him within the confines and
territories of a given diocese. He owes total reverence to both the diocesan bishop and his

competent Superior General as well (cf. ¢ 678, §1 of the current legislation) as far as

8 Ibid.

% Latin language is the first official language of the Mother Church that is universal, formal, original and
proper. It is the language of Canon Law. That is why all metters of the Church with formal undertone and
written in Latin language. Although the Second Vatican Council which revived the juse of language in the
Church’s liturgy under Sacrosanctum Concilium Constitution allows the use of mother tongue whether in
Mass, administration of Holy Sacraments and as well other parts of the liturgy just because of its advantage
that the people understands it better (See SC 36, §2). Consequently, today some languages like English and
Italian are even use by the Vatican for writing and disermination some documents from the Holy See.

8 PIARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Magyar Rendfénokség,
Rendfénoki levelezés, Kecskemét 1948, 1638/1948.
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apostolate of Christ’s faithful is concerned. This dual state of reverence is always there in
the life of the religious, especially when external apostolates of religious life is taken into
consideration like managing a parish.®? Example of this should be seen in the life of
Norbert of Xanten, the founder of Premonstratensians (the White Canons). He was a
wandering preacher but his good faith and religious observance was under the care and
control of the bishop of Laon.*

It is then left for the Superior General to weigh and examine all the conditions and
surrounding factors necessary for the erection of a Piarist parish to be approved. In the case
of Holy Trinity parish of Kecskemét, one may already hope for successful approval
because both the local ordinary, the parish priest of the Mother parish (Ascension’s parish),
Abbot Baranyi Laszl6 and the faithful of Kecskemét city are highly all willing to accept

the erection of this Piarist parish.

2 Response from the Superior General

One may think that the Superior General would waste time in answering the request of the
provincial due to the apostolate of the Piarist religious which is different from parish
apostolate and also the requirements on the Piarist Regular, especially on the issue of
approval from the local ordinary, plus difficulties from the communist system ruling the
country at that time. And truly, this level formed one of the utmost challenging level among
other levels of procedures for erecting this parish. It is because, the Superior General may
have a different opinion about the whole issue. He could think that this is not the best step
to be taken to redeem the existence of Piarists in Kecskemét and in their Hungarian
province at large. That is why | say, this point is really exciting and challenging. If he had
thought like that, everything would have stopped and the whole effort of the provincial

together with the supports of members and local bishop would have been in vain.

92 Kuminetz differenciated the weights of vow of obedient taken by diocesan priests and religious

members. According to him, a religious completely subjects himself of herself to the competent authority
in everything without any reservation (regulares velle et nolle non habent), and renounces on his or her
personal will. Inversely, the vow (promise) of obedient of diocesan priest to the competent authority
concerns a specified area of priestly life (KUMINETZ, G., Klerikusok Kézikonyve |, SZIT, SZIT, Az
Apostoli Szentszék Konyvkiadoka, Budapest 2012, 297.

% SZUROMI, SZ. A., Dottrina e disciplina della Chiesa. Teoria — fonti — istituti (Aud Religion und Recht
20), Berlin 2016. 55-57; PUTHIADAM, I., A short history of Religious life, 118.
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Nevertheless, the Superior General also knows very well the local problem of the members
in Kecskemét. In fact, I can say that the Superior General answered and approved the
request with immediate effect, because he replied it under one week after getting the
request letter. More precisely, as the Superior General referred, the letter was delivered to
him on the 13" of September and he replied it the next day (14™ of September, the same
year). It testified that the Superior General’s view was the same with the provincial’s own.
He saw with him that there was no other way to exonerate the schools and institutions of
the Order in Hungarian province than to approve engagement in pastoral works, and if
possible, to manage parishes. After all, “evangelizilni annyit jelent, hogy a
rendelkezéstinkre dllo minden alkalmas és becsiiletes eszkozzel hirdetjiik és terjesztjiik a
kinyilatkoztatott igzsagok tartalmat.”®* So every potential instrument should be applied to
proclaim the same truth revieled by Christ. Again, he was aware of the Order’s situation
in Hungary; his wish was to do all for the existence of the Order in Hungary and to ...eorum
necessitatibus personalibus convenienter subveniant,...,% that is, meet the personal needs
of the members appropriately; to save both the temporal goods of the Order and the
members.

Obviously, before a provincial could pursue for Piarist religious parish to be erected, four
approvals are indispensable for him to gather: the approval of the competent chapter, more
or less, the community, the erigating bishop’s approval, his own approval and that of the
Superior General’s. If anyone is missing, the parish cannot be called Piarist. Again, if a
religious house would be joined-up to the given parish, then the fifth approval must be
acquired, that is, an approval from the Holy See.

From line to line, one can see with me the challenges, conditions and legal protocols
surrounding this erection procedure and agree with me that it is not an easy task. Even
though, these kinds of challenges are not outward ones, they are not from the external
powers, neither from day by day setbacks. They are completely inward challenges, but for
the fact that parish erection is a matter with legal engagements, it attracts many
arrangements to itself.

However, the Superior General approved and signed the erection of the Holy Trinity parish
of Kecskemét. Although he made a important imposition: that the provincial should

acquire the most vital erecting document with declarations as follows: “Ex parte

% PAPI KONGREGACIO, Rémai Dokumentumok X VI, 4 pap, az ige hirdetdje, a szentségek
kiszolgdltatdja és a kozosség vezetdje a harmadik keresztény évezred tavolataban, SZIT., Az Apostoli
Szentszék Konyvkiadoja, Budapest 1999, 19.

% Canon 619.
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infrascripti Episcopi N........ nihil obstat, quominus nova paroecia in urbe N....... ad
normam juris /452, §1c et 1423 §2/ domui religiousae Patrum Ordinis Scholarum Piarum
in.... pleno uniri possit.” This is the format of official declaration used to erect parishes
for religious institutes especially the Piarists. Here, the format or form is not filled-up,
every local ordinary erecting parish for them would fill it up as a declaration. Therefore, it
is left for the provincial to get it filled by Bishop Jozsef Pétery. This declaration primarily
contains the two canons which empower a local ordinary to erect a parish for religious
institutes. There all parishes to be erected for the religious should be rooted to these two
canons below:

» The canon 452, §1 1917 code which says that “Szentszék engedélye nélkiil a

plébaniat nem lehet teljes joggal erkolcsi személlyel egyesiteni, ugy, tudniillik,
hogy maga az erkolcsi személy a plébanosa az 1423, §2 szabalya szerint.”
In explanation, a parish cannot be joined together under complete legitimacy to any
moral person in a way that the moral person is the pastor without prejudice to the
norms of the mentioned canon. In effect, this canon is saying when a parish is
joined to a moral person with a complete legitimacy, the parish pastor is the moral
person herself, but with the permission from the Holy See. Meanwhile, this act of
joining the two juridical persons is allowed, though with the imposition of getting
approval from the Holy See. Even, this act is also allowed by Can. 471, §1 of the
same legislator, but with the condition that a vise pastor should be appointed whose
obligation is to take care of the pastoral functions of the faithful of the given
parish.% | would later elaborate on the reasons why legislators are always sensitive
to this kind of joining of persons especially when religious institutes are considered
on the chapter dealing with the temporal goods of the religious.

» 1423 §2 De (a piispokik) nem egyesithetik a kaptalani vagy piispoki asztallal vagy
mas erkolcsi személlyel, monostorokkal, szerzetesek templomaival vagy mas
erkolcsi személlel, (...) de egyesithetik azt a székes vagy tarsaskaptalannal, mely a
plébania teriiletén fekszik ...)

In explanation, the bishops are not allowed to join the seat of chapter of canons,
seat of bishops, or another moral person with monastics churches, or monks’

churches or with another moral person, but they can join them with cathedral or

% Canon 471, §1 allows a complete legitimate joining of religious parishes with moral person, cathedrals,
etc, but requires that vice pastor should be appointed for pastoral duties. The reason here is that under this
Code, the pastor is the competent religious institute herself, and being a moral person, the legislator requires
gppointment of proper pastor, that is, vice pastor in the case of religious institutes.
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collegial seats situated at the parish’s territory. In the first clause of this canon, it is
forbidden to join-up these juridical and moral persons lying on circular grounds
with those ones that have religious undertone. The reason would be talked about
on the chapter discussing temporal goods of religious. In the second clause, the
canon then allows the joining of cathedral chapters’ or collegial chapters’ seats with
such juridical persons like parishes, provided the parish and the seat of the given
chapter is located at the same territory.

If the “dos and don’ts” of the two canons are strictly examined, we would
understand why they appear as basic references and conditions for Superior
General’s approval for raising the Holy Trinity parish in Kecskemét.

At the closing paragraph of the approval, the Superior General mentioned that he
is disposing his positive answer with respect to the declaration of the bishop that

would refer to these two canons as well.

3 Provincial’s official information to the bishop about
approval from Superior General

This section would form the last part of the Superior General’s (Super superior’s or
Supreme Moderator’s) stage; the section, when the bishop is informed about the positive
response of the Superior General. Till then, the bishop could not act seriously in erecting
the parish for them without the approval from their Superior General.

It is an official information containing relevant data and references as written by the
Provincial in the first paragraph, thus: “Mély tsiztelettel értesitem Nagyméltosagodat, hogy
a piarista rend reguldainak 277. pontja alapjan kert engedelyt a kecskeméti plébania
felallitasahoz a Generdlis Atya 516/1948.sz. leirataban engedélyezte. In explanation, the
provincial reports to the Bishop with deep respect, that the Superior General has approved
the request of erecting the kecskemét parish made under the number 277" point of the
Piarist regular with his rescript with the file number 516/1948% (he requested for similar
document from the then bishop of Veszprém for their parish to be erected in Nagykanizsa

with the file number 1224/1948).% The number 277 point of the “Piarist Regular” compels

% PIARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Hivatalos levelezés,
Kecskemét 1948, 1225/1948

% PIARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Nagykanizsa rendhdiz
levéltara, Hivatalos levelezés, Nagykanizsa 1948, 1224/1948.
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that there should be an ordinary consensus about the parish to be erected, with support
from both the Order herself and the Superior General. This expectation is hereby
completed. There is now an effective and positive support from the provincial, the Order,
as well as the Superior General (the Supreme Moderator). So, we can now affirm that every
support and approval from the side of the Piarist religious institute is complete. The last
step on erecting this parish would continue with the Bishop’s act and stage.

On the second paragraph of this information letter, the provincial, under the direction of
the Superior General requested from the Bishop to fill-up the parish erecting declaration,
sign it and send it back to them. On this version, the Provincial filled-up the blank spaces
of the declaration form with the needed data as follows: “Ex parte infrascripti Episcopi
Vaciensis nihil obstat, quominus nova paroecia in urbe Kecskemét ad normam juris /452,
1 et 1423, §2/ domui religiousae partum Ordinis Scholarum Piarus in Kecskemét pleno
Jure uniri possit. ”*® This filled form is now definite, peculiar and proper to the Holy Trinity
parish which is to be erected for Piarist Order in Kecskemét by the bishop of the diocese
of Vac. On the third paragraph of the letter, the provincial pointed that, if the bishop fills,
signs and sends this declaration to the Piarist Order, it would mark the end of the
proceedings for erecting the Holy Trinity parish of Kecskemét. The Provincial ended up
this letter by telling the Bishop that he hopes fully on his fatherly care and consideration

on the issue at stake.

4 Release of Episcopal (Votum) document

This document was release by Jozsef Pétery, the local bishop exactly two weeks later, on
the 8" of October the same year. It was an attachment to the announcement letter written
to provincial by the bishop. The challenge here would be if the bishop still, has not changed
his mind after many-many procedures and exchange of long letters, especially with the
provincial. But the bishop, having being with the Order in finding solutions to their
problems did not waste time to offer them the final document needed. The Bishop wrote:
“Ertesitem Rendfénok Urat, hogy a kecskeméti kegyesrendi plébanidt a mai napon

megszerveztem. Az erigaldsi okmanyt Baranyi LaszIo apat plébanos utjan megkiildtem az

9 PIARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Hivatalos levelezés,
Kecskemét, 1225/1948
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Uj plébania irattara szamara. '™ After the erection of the Kecskemét parish, the Bishop
sent the erigalasi (erecting) document through Baranyi Laszl6, the abbot and parish priest
of the mother parish to the archives of the parish.

Now, the parish is “completely” and “legitimately” erected by the Jozsef Pétery, the Bishop
of Vac diocese, to be used by the Piarist religious Order in Kecskemét.

A new day is down, a new era has begun, a new life has started, a wonderful gift, the gift
of a parish gotten by Piarist religious Order and her members in Kecskemét city; glory be
to God in the highest!

The Piarist religious order can now forge ahead to evangelize the city and do more pastoral
works for the people of Kecskemét. The temporal goods of the Order and their schools
would now be secured, because they would be regarded as belonging to the legal juridical
person, the parish. Till today, the Holy Trinity parish exists as a judidical person in
Hungary. The last extract released from the register of the department for religious
coordination and relationship of Ministry of Human Resources on the 2" of September
2016 says: “A Kalocsa Keckeméti Foegyhdazmegye, mint az Orszaggyiilés altal bevett és
az egyhazakkal valo kapcsolatartds koodinacidjaért felelos minister altal nyilvantartasba
vett Magyar katolikus egyhdz — nyilvantartasi szama: 00001/2012 — belsé egyhazi
Jjogiszemély,...”'°r In effect, the national register for religions in Hungary has the
Archdiocese as a juridical person. The Arch-diocese can therefore exercise this juridical
right over all parishes that fall within her territory.

Again, the members of the Order would engage in pastoral works, that is, their life, statutes
and works are more guaranteed. The efforts of members of this Order in the city of
Kecskemét for decades would no longer be considered something in vain. Among all other
challenges, we can affirm that the ones pertaining the erection of the parish was the highest.
Furthermore, the two problems facing pastoral functions of the faithful in the city, that is,
problem of great number of the faithful and wide range of the parish’s territory, are solved
because the Order would then substantially help in taking over a considerable part of the

pastoral functions.

100 pIARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Hivatalos levelezés,
Kecskemét 1948, 5770/1948.

101 EMBERI EROFORRASOK MINISTERIUMA, Egyhdzi Koordindcios és Kapesolattartdsi Féosztdly,
Kivonat, Budapest 2016, 11935-13/2016/EKKFO.
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V. LEGAL CONDITIONS AND CHALLENGES
ABOUT OFFICE OF HOLY TRINITY PARISH
PASTOR DURING “SUPER EPISCOPAL” STAGE

Let us use the term “Super episcopal stage” to mark the time when the Holy
See was involved in the matter at stake; the period when the Dicastry in charge
of the pertinent act or erecting parishes and their pastorals would give right to
proceed.

As we have already discussed earlier, a religious parish always go with
exceptional, more especially when the given religious institute is to engage in
that pastoral work as another apostolate other than their proper one. Piarist
religious institute is specialized on teaching the youth, so for her Hungarian
province to engage in pastoral work, many approvals should support it
without prejudice to the norms of the Regular Commune of the Order. Again,
Piarist religious Order is of pontifical right,'°? therefore, such engagements of
the Order, like taking up a parish apostolate would need approval from the
Holy See.

Now, for the Piarists to assume a pastoral work of their own, they need
approval of three authorities other than their provincial’s one:

» approval of their Superior General, who sees to the needs and
legitimacy of the institute as discussed in the above chapter (cf. Regular
Commune 277" point).

> approval of local ordinary, under whose territory and authority they
Order’s house or province exists. (see ¢. 500 and 1427 of 1917 code
and c. 678 of current legislator)

> approval of Apostolic See, under whose power every religious fall (see
c. 499 of 1917, c. 593 of current legislator).

102 See ¢. 589. Some institutes of concsecrated life are regarded as having pontifical right if the Apostolic
See erected them or formally approved them after their erection. Those ones that are erected by diocesan
bishops without approval from the Holy See are said have diocesan right.
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The Superior General offered his approval, signed in Rome on the 14" of
September 1948, with file number Roma 2/42.1% The local ordinary, Bishop
Jozsef Pétery issued his own two approval letters and sent to the respective
offices. One of them is what he called the “erigdldsi okmdny” which he sent
to the parish archives through the help of Baranyi Lészl6, the parish pastor,
the second approval, in form of declaration was an attachment to the letter
announcing the erected parish, which he wrote to the provincial on the 8" of
October 1948 with the file number 5770/1948. He used the following words
to present it to the provincial: “a plébania elvaillalasahoz sziikséges romai
engedély kieszkozlése céljabol a kért nyilatkozatot idemellékelten megkiildom
méltosagodnak.” That is, 1 am sending you in attachment the requested
declaration for the Roman approval for taking up the parish.

Now having gotten the approvals of both the Superior General and the local
ordinary, Sandor Sik, the provincial could legitimately request for the Roman
acknowledgement of the Holy Trinity parish. Here also, the positivity of the
competent authorities was commendable. They abided by the encouragement
of the current legislator’s canons pertinent to this chapter, which requires
that, the diocesan bishops and religious superiors should proceed through
working together when it comes to organizing works of apostolate of
religious.® This mutual consultation is also pointed out and encouraged in
pertinent canon to the chapter on the nature and end of conferences as it
commands suitable and effective coordination as well as cooperation of
Council of superiors or Major superiors, which should be observed, not only

with the conferences of bishops, but with individual bishops as well.1%
In effect, every request implored by the faithful to the Holy See is always

sent first to the Sacra Congregatio in charge of the particular issue in quote.

103 PJARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Hivatalos levelezés,
Kecskemét 1948, 1217/1948. This document has an original file number, Roma 2/42 and served as an
acknowledgement letter and approval for the erection of Holy Trinity Piariat parish in Keckemét.

104 Canon 678, §3.

105 See ¢, 708.
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The religious have their Congregation called Sacra Congregation de
Religiosis, that is, Holy Congregation for Religious in the Vatican City. All
requests of religious to the Holy See is address to this Congregation whose
duty is to recommend or forward the request to the Papal See or to reject it if
by any reason the letter worth not to be given audience by the Apostolic See.
It is not surprising, the acts of the Mother Church, especially those concerning
heavy arms like the religious need normal and required proceedings to arrive
to a proposed end.

By virtue of the above reason and protocol, The Cardinal prefect of
propaganda for Sacra Congregatio de Religiosis wrote a letter of
recommendation to the Pope about the Holy Trinity parish of Kecskemét on
the 6™ of November 1948.1% The content of this recommendation letter has
two parts. The first section has salutation, Beatissime Pater, then references,
that the Hungarian Piarist implored for a faculty of acceptance of parish in
Kecskemét city in the diocese of Vac, whose local ordinary judges it fair to
be entrusted to the aforementioned Order. This parts contains such
information that the immediate competent local authorities have looked into
this matter and found it worthy of executing. More or less, every other
question that could rise towards this side is already answered in affirmation.
In the second part of the letter, the Cardinal said that, based on the faculty and
negotiations, including agreements of the superiors of the Congregation,
together with approval of their Superior General in Rome, who also founds it
justifiable, he himself finds it legitimate to accept and issue the faculty
without prejudice to the norms of the Sacred Congregation in quote. In fact,
we can say that the second paragraph summarizes all that could be written on
this recommendation letter. It claims to be in the possession of all the

recommending and approving documents needed from all the authorities

106 PJARISTA REND MAGYAR TARTOMANY KOZPONTI LEVELTARA, Hivatalos levelezés,
Kecskemét 1948, 1426/1948.

57



DOI: 10.15774/PPKE.HTK.2021.001

concerned in this matter, plus the pertinent norms of Piarist Order to this
chapter, proving that every one of them supports the agenda of erecting this
parish. With this recommendation, one can conscientiously affirm that the
recommendation of the Cardinal Prefect of propaganda for the Sacred
Religious would be granted with no hesitations because the views and effects
of the congregations of propagandas and the Apostolic See never contradict
each other, they work for the same goal, salus animarum.

With the acquisition of Papal approval, one would say we have gone half-way
in the required protocols to erect the Holy Trinity Parish of Kecskemét. The
remaining part of the erigalasi (erigating) procedure remains in the hands of
Jozsef Pétery, the local ordinary which we would discuss in the subsequent

chapter of this thesis.
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VI. LEGAL CONDITIONS AND CHALLENGES
FACING OFFICE OF PASTOR AT THE
“DIOCESAN BISHOP’S STAGE”

Here, we shall deal such stage when the parish was legitimately erected by the legitimate
authority with the legitimate proceedings under legitimate conditions. We shall examine
the legitimacy of every stage and weigh its surrounding conditions with regard to the
challenges at stake. Such a parish would be erected here which according to Szuromi,
“plébaniai jogokkal felruhdzott sajat szerzetesi templom,”*® a church that would be
endowed with rights of parish. Precisely speaking, the Holy Trinity Piarist church would
be as he said, “a plébaniai rangra emelt szerzetesi templom,” that is, a religious church
upgraded to parish level which would also be a “nyilvinos templom, "*°® (public church).
Wonderful!

The expressions used in this first paragraph are revealing that this stage would look more
demanding, and its rudiments would be challenging as the case may be. So we shall now
handle the stages one after another and along the line, counting on the challenges which
both the religious and the lay faithful could be undergoing from the beginning to the end.
But to make our work understandable, is deems suitable to dwell a little on the
fundamentals and rudiments necessary to be known, just to enable the reader understand

what happened during the act in quote.

1 Actual meaning of erection of parish

Before we engage in discoursing about the topic, “factors of erecting Piarist parish,” it is
important to know what we mean by erection of a parish in general. A parish is erected by
the proposing act of the local bishop to stabilize a certain community of Christian faithful
under his authority and entrusting them to the care of a parish priest as their proper pastor

(cf. can. 515, §1). That is, the act of making them to formally exist. The act of making their

107 SZUROMI, SZ., A plébdnia viszonya a megszentelt élet intézméyeihez és apostolic élet tarsassdagaihoz,
valamint egyes lelki mozgalmokhoz, PPKE Kanonjogi Posztgradualis Intézetének folyoirata, Budapest 2009,
47-55, especially 52.

108 1 bid.
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being to be proper; bringing them together as one, uniting them to work for the salvation
of souls within the boundaries the diocese under the authority of the bishop.

With this, we understand that parish is not merely a parish office building. It is a group of
people; people who, by virtue of their practice of Christian Catholic faith, are governed,
sanctified and taught by the parish priest who leads them in the local bishop’s as their
proper pastor. Here, we can feel that there should be a “need” for parish before it is erected,
and whether a parish is diocesan or religious, it should be erected on this base.
Furthermore, for us to use the expression “erection of a religious parish,” it is necessary to
first treat the issue of erection of a parish ordinarily, that is, a diocesan parish, so that we
can understand the difficulties surrounding the erection of the former.

It is stated clearly in can. 515, §2 that: “It is only the diocesan bishop to erect, suppress or
alter parishes. He is neither to erect, suppress, nor alter notably parishes, unless he has
heard the bresbyteral council.” Only the local bishop possesses the power to raise up
parishes from certain groups pf people. They do so, only within the territories of their
particular churches, their dioceses, but only after seeing the need of erection. This is
exactly why the bishop needs to consult the presbyteral council for this act. This §2 gives
the bishop the entire impetus to erect parishes but includes the condition of seeking the
consent of the presbyteral council in quote. If we put in consideration the rudiments of can.
127, we shall affirm that the bishop’s act in this aspect would be invalid if the support of
the presbyteral council is omitted. Even in erection of a religious parish, this context of the
code does not mention any superior of any religious institute or of any clerical organization
as having the impetus to erect a parish. Everything is directed to the bishop. Owing to this
fact, Bishop Jozsef Pétery sought the opinion of his diocesan presbyteral council before
proceeding to erect the Piarist parish in Kecskemét, and being a religious parish, he also
sought for the approvals of both the Superior General of Piarist religious order and
Apostolic See. Otherwise, the parish would not be called religious.

Before the reforming views brought by the Vatican Council Il, the erection, suppression
and all about the establishment of a parish were so complicate