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Though the nature of the man is vulnerable, itissible to achieve saintliness at all times. &0
indicated by the construction of Lumen Gentiumhef £ Synod of Vaticah The fragment of the
aforementioned is not only about the accessibletlgess for everyone but also about pastoral
effect of the saintly life, more precisely the atien of it. Our church very rightly heightened
respectfully its saintly living members and poitighem as an example to the devout congregation.
However this homage has to be regulated or it woffiehd the unity of our faith and would cause
disturbance in the life of our Church.

To the definition of saint thinde ab ipsis primordiigublished by the Religious Congregation on
the 29" of June, 1988 gives guidance which provides thgribatic definitions of God's saifits

Why is beatification necessary? What was its fumcin older times and what is it toddyPhe
Church ensures with it that only those Saints espected who heroically exercised virtues or were
martyred with which they became worthy and eligifilethe congregation's public honour. Christ
calls everyone for saintline8s’he Christian saintliness evolves in answer towtieof God. This

will can develop in many ways in particular peogdat the root of it is the same: the will of God at
a certain point in histofy God presents us through Saints. We can see s, lvalues and
humanity enhanced and sublimated in them. They drewvfeatures of the redeemer on their
inherited and acquired characteristics which analar to ours by their pertinacious struggle. We
can marvel in them what man with mercy is able dbieve. They who heightened the value of
humanity deserve glory and therefore they are deali Saints with their uncountable multittide
not only shines every human state and situatioh thi¢ light if Christ or are not only “fixed stars”
but also our dynamic helpmates: they interveneutorWe have faithful experience about Tthe
denial of the Saints’ intercession would preludatdrmal love from heaven, however love is
stronger than death. God, who instilled love in than's heart, does not deprive those who are
struggling on earth from the support of the heay&dints: the love after death connects members
of the victorious, the struggling and suffering atiu

God with his almightiness usually does not govasndountry by direct intervention in its history,
but by the laws of creation and by the creaturelsasechosen. The work of God is usually mediated

by the laws of nature; the excellent means of thekvupernatural are the saints.
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Saints not only affected our milieu, diffused thiegddom of Heaven, the ideals of the Christian life,
of the practice of the Christian virtue and thédaing of Christ, but also found salvation in Chyis
their love towards us purifies and does not stajfferent to our struggles. They mediate between
God and us therefore we can ask for their protectiois is the reason for their respect. But when
the Church celebrates mass on the day of any Sdidtses not offer the mass for that Saint but for
God, because the sacrifice expresses worshipidrs#lerifice, the Church grates God and asks him
that those could mediate between Heaven and usewhemories we respect. We adore the Creator
who with his mercy created Saints and they sangiiove the deity of Chrit.The worship of
Saints has an eschatology aspect, in them we regretiné Kingdom of HeavehThe church by
canonization does not share in the holly glory,ibgets prophecies, miracles and takes the course
of mysticism and entirely unifies with God in Chri¥

Worship has its ecumenical dimension as well. TH&Sgnod of Vatican was the source the worship
of saints who are the sources of the mystery ofs€iwho came ontologically to unify everyone
with himself and all the peopfé.

After the theological thesis it is essential toriffasome notions. The notion of sacrament could
change during the procedure depending on whetleecdhdidate was a martyr or he/she practised

virtues especially love or what miracles he/shéquered’?

8 E. HUSZAR A szenttéavata8udapest 1911, 4-5.

° F. D'OSTILIO, Il culto dei santi beati venerabili servi di Diim Monitor Ecclesiasticu¢17 (1992) 74.

2P MOLINARI, Il ,santo” alla luce della teologia dogmatican Miscellanea Amato Pietro FrutaRoma 1978, 286-
292.; H. MISZTAL, Le cause di canonizzazione. Storia e proced8tsssidi per lo studio delle cause dei santi §jaC
del Vaticano 2005, 32.

' p. MOLINARI, Il ,santo” alla luce della teologia dogmatican Miscellanea Amato Pietro FrutaRoma 1978, 302-
308.; T. GOFFI,ll santo oggi,in Santitd cristiana. Dono di Dio e impegno delluon@gcura di E. Ancilli, Pont.
Instituto di Spiritualita del Teresianum, Roma 19833-245.; H. MISZTAL,Le cause di canonizzazione. Storia e
procedura(Sussidi per lo studio delle cause dei santi 8tja@el Vaticano 2005, 34.

12 A, FRUTAZ, Elementi constitutivi delle cause di canonizzazioBibliografia sistematica essenzialis Santita
cristiana. Dono di Dio e impegno dell’'uoma,cura di E. Ancilli, Pont. Instituto di Spiritudi del Teresianum, Roma
1980, 411-427.; H. MISZTALLe cause di canonizzazione. Storia e proced®assidi per lo studio delle cause dei
santi 8.), Citta del Vaticano 2005, 35.



The notions of beatification and canonization aseussed in many lexicons and encyclopedias, for
instance the Enciclopedia CattolitaThe beatification — beatificatio — is the action which the
Pope allows a public worship of one of his servanis certain place, area or in a particular dfder
Beatification usually means the worship of the aatof the Lord, which is expanded to a definite
territory — a diocese or a local church. Canonizais announced by the pope or by the ecumenical
council, and the servant of the Lord is worshipdgsd the whole church. Beatification and
canonization are two different categorteVhen the public worship of someone spreads, higor
canonization is starts and at the same time itbeatification as welf. Canonization is the final
decision of the pope with which he declares that oinhis servants gained the eternal glory and he
orders his servant's public worship celebrated iy whole churcH. Those who have been
beatified cannot bear the appellation of saintiflineads cannot be depicted with a halo, only with
diverging rays and their heads cannot adorn wisldlelins. Their cults were limited to those places
and means which were assigned by the beatificatiater’® Today saints and beatified are
distinguished by their local and ecumenical worship

Beatified are worshipped at local churches, samsby the ecumenical church, the memorial days
of the latter are included in the ecumenical chisrcalendat’ The question, who is canonized, is

only decided by the inspiration of the Holy See agdvith human argumerfts
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Pope John Paul Il. (1978-2005) often emphasizedpéistoral importance of canonizatidnThe
worship of saints has always been present in thtoryi of liturgy; it expresses the feelings of
religious peoplé?
Theology is concerned with the lives of saintsgeesly its particular branch, the ascetics. idig
to the frequent appearance of contrition and ascétisaints' live$®
Beatification, as we can see, is at the momentpalparder. A long way leads to this provision: it
has to be proved in a certain procedure that thdidate of the beatification led an exemplary life,
heroically practised Christian virtues or was muedebecause of his or her faith, or he/she suffered
martyrdom and his/her mediation with God is provmsdmiracles. What kind of action is the
procedure of beatification? Could it be regarded &sigious procedure, how far it is so, in other
words, how much it bears the features of the btigi provision. This thesis wishes to find the
answers to these questions.
My thesis is concerned with the following issues:
l. The notion of litigious procedure and its vayiet
Il. The historical development of beatification.
lll.  The examination of virtues, martyrs and miexl
IV. The particular course and participants of thecpdure.
V. The notions and proofs of virtues, miracles arattyrdom.
VI.  Comparison of a beatification and a differendgedure: similarities and differences.
VII. Summary, conclusion.

Pope Celestine Ill. (1191-1198) found it obviousatthbeatification procedure has two
characteristics:

- Divine right with human characteristics: the miegchre given by God, but they have to

be examined by rules which were set up by humatis which the Holy Spirit gives
help,
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- the final decision is of the Pope, but he isemher of the Episcopal board, therefore his

decision is not individual, but of a corporal, afl of the Churct?
The definition of the character of this procedwestill a controversial issue among canonists. The
opinions differ about which procedures' charactiess does beatification bear: of the
administrative, analogical or litigiouS?We can draw the conclusion from the debates that
beatification and canonization have integrated it proceeding® Within the procedural law,
canonization takes the characteristics of admatise proceedings which are maintained for the
pope exclusively’ This opinion can be considered to be the mostnbath of the authors'.
Beatification and canonization were not discussedflong time in the procedural reference books.
For a long time, people stuck to the view that thiecedure cannot be considered a lawsuit,
because it does not consider the law-enforcemenherdefence of subjective rights. Therefore
beatification and canonization were left out frdm specialized literature since these introduce the
procedural law through classical suits. The insuggdity of the aforementioned viewpoint is
supported by the following facts. The following cheteristics of the lawsuit appear in beatification
procedure:

there are participants who play the role of thengifd and the defendant, so they
represent the participants of a lawsuit,

— the debate takes place in front of a court,

— the conflict of interests appears,

— the rules of the ordinary lawsuit refer to thisqedure,

— the lawsuit takes place on different judicial le/& guarantee the lawfulness,

— itis possible both in diocesan and Vatican phagaise objection against it,

— the obligatory character of the verification ansl means are similar of the ordinary

litigious proceeding.

The administrative nature of the proceeding is icor&@d by the following facts:

— the contradictory principle does not appear inassical way as in the lawsuit, there is

not a conflict of by-interests: the defendant paizes the interests of the church,
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— to reveal the truth, the form of litigation appeéecause with the disagreement of the
opposing parties about the virtues of saints, reotvords the suit is only a formal act
during the procedure,

— the culprit cannot intervene on his own behalfhia suit, it is compulsory to employ a
representative,

— the sentence given by a legal ecclesiastical atyhdoes not imitate the declarative
sentence,

— the final sentence cannot be appealed.

When we discuss the nature of canonization, wellysuse the term canon procedure although it
can be called a specific procedure. Though cantaizdas a specific methodology, we use the
word proceduré® It is not difficult to notice that canonizationasspecial procedure. It is due to its
material and nature that this procedure is spéfalexample as the annulations of marriages or
criminal procedure), it is similar to the natureaofiministrative procedures (for example to a super
ratum non consummatun procedure) and finally toattrainistrative criminal procedures which are
for the defence of the religidi.As it can be seen, canonization is a formal kihtkgal procedure
with a unique nature which gives it an administatcharacter. Although canonization can be
regarded as a real legal procedure, because & thkecharacteristics of this procedure most of all
the cases of saints do not exist as law, they septedifferent things than a legal procedure,
therefore beatification and canonization can hazdirtegrated into law. It can easily be stated
because the law does not expand to the death afethvants of the Lord, and beatification and
canonization depend on the administrative decisiothe Pope, therefore it is considered to be a
legal act®
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Canonization is traditionally called a proceduree tPromoter answers to the Postulator, and
substantiate the candidate’s saintliness to thdireals and episcopacy of the Congregatfion.

We can state that beatification is a legal acte@ilelaim that beatification is truth and law beszau
during the procedure the truth has to be revealsidhwis defined by the life of the servant of the
Lord: the examination of the heroic practice of i€lien virtues and the saint’s reputation gives a
special character to the procedtfélhis procedure has a kind ofui generi among other
procedures, because it depends on the special aoramh the Holy Spirit. As the Popes said,
“potius divinium quam humantnt®

According to J. Noval, the procedure igltta-iudiciales or “iudiciales alterius naturafe®* D.J.
Blaher calls beatificationitidiciales-administrativi. >

Roberti could not term this procedure; thereforealés all the old procedures “toto coelo”, adding
that the contradictory form makes beatificationikimto lawsuit>®

According to procedural experts, the material afazazation differs of the lawsuit. On the basis of
this statement it is clear that canonization das<ear the features of a lawsuit (for examplehef t

criminal procedure), the final conclusion is thatdn be considered liminality/
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Canonization is a special — private, intimate — iadstrative procedure where the dignity of
candidates is examined for the beatification ambniation, in fact since the #2entury miracles
has also been examined, so it is a true legal duvee As Hostiensis defines, the form of
canonization has to be distinguished from the foofsther ecclesiastical procedures, because the
material of the former is totally differerft.

The new legislation classifies beatification as canfal procedure, as a procedure which is
adminisrtative in nature and includes formal feagubut is a true legal procedure. So the Codex of
1917 classified it as a general procedure in its Biok® Beatification can be regarded as an
informative, true legal proceduf®.

The Normae (Normae 7th February 1983) spoke al®wimilarities to inquisition because of the
similarity of their examinations and their officiatocedures?

The procedure can be led back to the governmemakip and canonization is a complex act:
administrative procedure with the nature of a latvdthe extension of the worship of saints to the
ecumenical churchis a legislative act, in othempees canonization falls in the competence of
Magisterium. There is a difference between the pagiaand its preparatory procedure. The former
is a legislative act, the latter is a judiciary gedure*?

According to provocative proposals there is stafus among canonizatioi¥ The present form of
canonization shows that it is the Pope’s exclusigit to canonize the beatified for the people of
Lord when they are given public worsHip.

Finally, we can state that this complex procedwesdnot unambiguously belong to any type of
procedures. The complexity of the procedure orfaéige that it bears the features of more kinds of
procedures gives the ground of the argument. Th@apwhich is closest to the reality is which
says that beatification is an administrative pracedwith litigious features. As the activity of
Magisterium appears in it — as the worship of salas always been an integral part of the teaching
of the Church — and the central figure of the suftpm the suit is bout is not alive and cannot be

present in the suit in the usual way of opposingiggand contradictions.
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