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I. Preliminaries of the research, raising the problems

In the history of Hungary, the 18" century brought more peaceful years after the
constant theatre of war and tense political centuries. The spontaneous population
movements, which started even before the turn of the century, and the later settlements
resulted in radical and long-term changes in the social composition and history of
Hungary. Examining families before official statistics is a very difficult task. Most of
the surviving sources were prepared for economic reasons, with taxation and military
purposes; therefore, they typically contained information on the heads of families who
paid services and taxes. Exceptions are the Status Animars, kept by the churches, and
the baptism, marriage and burial registers, in which the entire population of the
congregation, all social strata, are represented. Their data provide demographic
indicators of the local population belonging to a church. The aim of this dissertation is
to shed light on the demographic behaviour of families belonging to the Lutheran and
Catholic parishes of Csetnek in the 18th century.

With the help of the surviving early registers, | have tried to shed light on the
demographic indicators and behaviour of the local population at the “moment”, century,
of social change: what customs and norms the migrants may have taken with
themselves. The common lesson of the Hungarian family reconstruction studies
published so far is that the quality of the 18" century - or earlier - church sources is not
ideal due to the incomplete birth registration, and the validity of the calculated indicators
is questionable. When choosing the registers, | decided to use the sources of Csetnek
as, considering the number of records, | believed that the church leaders had recorded
the church events with proper attention.

Consequently, my questions at the beginning of the research were about the quality
of birth registration in Csetnek and the demographic characteristics of the community
behind the registrations: What can we learn about the demographic behaviour of
congregations from the records of early registers? What is the relationship between the
people of the two parishes? Are there differences between the marriage customs and
norms of the two congregations? What can we learn about the fertility of families in the
18"-century Csetnek?

I1. Sources of the topic and research method

The recording of religious events began more widely in Hungary in the second half of
the 18™ century, but the quality of birth registration improved significantly over time,
typically by the 19" century. The selected Lutheran registers of Csetnek survived from
the early 1680s, and the individual data series on population movements started at
relatively the same time: A register of baptisms was kept from 1683, a register of
marriages was kept from1692, and, uncommonly, data on buried religious people were



recorded from 1684. While processing the copies® in the Microfilm Collection of the
Hungarian National Archives, I discovered that nearly 50 years of baptismal records
were missing, which | managed to retrieve at the State Archives in Kassa.? The local
archivists also drew my attention to the Roman Catholic registers of Csetnek, which
started in 1735, and of which no copies are available in the national archives. Despite
the high number of church records processed up to 1807 - nearly 17,000 Lutheran and
almost 4,000 Catholic ones -, it became clear during the research that, in everyday life,
the registers of both congregations were kept incompletely and that it was not only the
death of pastors or the change of pastors that led to the failure of registration. In addition,
the details of the events recorded were inaccurate: Missing surnames or places of
residence made the identification difficult and uncertain.

In addition to the birth registers of Csetnek, which formed the basis of the research,
I also used Lutheran and Catholic records of neighbouring settlements, such as Rozsnyo
or Ochtina. The minutes, municipal and economic documents® of the field town of
Csetnek, kept in the State Archives of Rozsnyo, the documents of Urbaria et
Conscriptiones, kept in the Hungarian National Archives, in section U, photographs of
important sources of several centuries to be found in the selected archives* of
photographs of Gémér County, the national censuses carried out,® as well as the
canonical visitations and the list of ordinations kept in the Lutheran Central Archives
were essential to get acquainted with the oppidum and the population of the region.

In the absence of today’s census statistics, church-oriented registers seemed to be a
suitable way of measuring the characteristics of demographic behaviour of several
generations in the long term, prior to official statistics. The believers had their babies
baptised, got married in the church and buried their dead in accordance with church
regulations. From the recorded life events, using the family reconstruction method of
historical demography, we can get an idea of the demographic behaviour of the
traditional societies that belonged to the church and remained in place, and how these
have changed or remained unchanged over time.

Pierre Goubert, a historian, and Louis Henry, a demographer, and his team of
researchers developed a method for processing entries in the French civil registers. By
applying the labour-intensive method, social changes can be studied at the micro level,
at the level of individuals, families and small communities, so that, for example,
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national and local economic changes, weather, epidemics and the responses thereto have
become cognisable and measurable since the early modern period. Historical
demographers construct demographic biographies of individual residents, and then,
calculate fine indicators using modern age demographic calculations. Therefore, they
seek and answer important research questions such as the average age at marriage, the
length of birth intervals, age-specific and total fertility, infant mortality, and the
variations and regularities of these. In Hungary, the Henry-family-reconstruction
method was made more widely known in The description of the Methods of Family
Reconstruction Analysis, written by Rudolf Andorka; and | have also taken the studies
and works of Gyula Benda as an example for the application of the method.

As a first step, | entered all the elements of the birth records one by one into an Excel
file. By the end of 1807, the clergymen of Csetnek had recorded 2,364 marriages, 8,334
baptisms and 6,885 burials. The Catholic registers recorded 612 marriages, 2,042
christenings and 1,390 burials for posterity between 1735 and 1807.

This was followed by the non-nominative processing of the data. From the compiled
marriage, baptism and death time series, it is possible at this stage to analyse the data
according to several aspects. For example, natural reproduction, which can be calculated
from the difference between births and deaths; 9-year moving averages for each
population movement, which give long-term trends after smoothing out outliers;
monthly variations in marriages, which also show whether the church's rules on
marriage are being observed or ignored; the marital status of those entering marriage,
grouping marriages by family status and place of residence; the sex breakdown of
newborns; monthly variations in deaths; changes in the number of infant deaths, etc.
The tables and graphs compiled made it possible to compare the behavioural
characteristics of the municipalities in Csetnek with those already published in the
national literature.

In the third phase of the study, as a first step of nominative processing, | compiled
data on the husband and wife, starting from the marriage records, and 2,474 Lutheran
and 669 Catholic family records, listing the birth, marriage and burial dates of the
couple's children. The steps adopted by the method, such as accepting the age declared
or announced, estimating the date of marriage and the end of marriage, etc., were
applied in my research.

| considered it important to present in the dissertation, in addition to the indicators,
individual life stories because, behind the numbers and the records, the followings also
came to life: The mother who could not feed her baby with breast milk, the spinsters
who went to the altar, the parents who lost their children, the widows who chose a father
for their orphans, as well as the life of the county geometra, Keresztély Reisz, who lived
in the settlement for a few years and about whom some data that had been unknown was
discovered.



I11. Main findings of the thesis

It has become clear already during the source processing that due to the
shortcomings of the birth records, the indicators and results calculated following the
method did not always show a true picture. At the same time, the demographic
behaviour that emerged from the research fits in several details with the already
published national patterns.

The Lutheran census data series, Lutheran registers of Csetnek
1683-1807, case number
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The Csetnek data series followed the familiar domestic path in the 18th century. In
the early part of the period under study, the Black Death of 1710 caused many victims
among the evangelicals. The congregation could not make up for the loss of numbers -
based on baptism and marriage records - until the Black Death reappeared in 1739. From
the 1740s onwards, with more favourable mortality conditions, the natural increase in
the population could be significant - this was interrupted in Csetnek by the worsening
mortality from the 1780s onwards; the epidemic increased, and there was a succession
of adverse weather conditions throughout the country, which led to poor harvests,
famine and deteriorating health conditions among the population. In the last decades of
the 18th century, the number of marriages in Csetnek decreased, and with it the number
of births. Although the Catholic sources do not preserve traces of the last Black Death
of the century, in 1738-174, the curves of the parish from the 1770s onwards follow a
similar path.



Catholic census data series, Catholic records of Csetnek 1735-
1807, case number

500

case number
N
a1
o

== == Marriage Baptism Burial

First marriages were more common in front of the altars, but remarriage was also
accepted. The rate of widowhood rose mainly after epidemics affecting adults, such as
the plague. On average, unmarried women became wives for the first time at the age of
20, but the Protestant norm allowed girls as young as 16 to marry. Both Protestant and
Catholic young men were expected to start a family after the age of 24. The seasonality
of the marriage ceremonies was in line with the churches’ norms, with most ceremonies
in both churches taking place between the time of the Epiphany and Ash Wednesday,
and in November, due to the busy summer months and full pantries. But in early spring,
typically due to the custom of remarriage, there was also a small peak in marriages. The
daily breakdown of weddings also reflects the observance of church regulations,
although evangelicals in the first half of the 18th century preferred the old custom of
Sunday rather than the prescribed Monday or Tuesday. For three years, in the spirit of
repentance after the plague of 1710, Tuesday marriages prevailed, but it was not until
the plague of 1739 and the person of the minister who was then in charge that a radical
change took place. From the 1740s onwards, Protestant couples predominantly held
their weddings on Tuesdays. Most Catholic couples walked down the aisle on Sundays.

Territorially and religiously exogamous marriage was an accepted and supported
practice in the churches, which was significantly contributed to by the special labour
requirements of the mining and metalworking industries, which had been highly
developed for centuries, and the status of Csetnek as a field town. The nobles, the
citizens of the field towns, tried to choose for their children a partner of equal rank - and
presumably at least of equal wealth.



The first children were born 20 months after marriage, which was one of the lower
rates of the time. In terms of the sex ratio of newborns, the Csetnek congregations also
followed the biological pattern of having more boys than girls. In Csetnek, too, the
principle of social authority prevailed in the choice of a godparent, as several Catholic
families asked a respectable Lutheran resident to be their godparent. It was not
uncommon for Protestant families to have 4-6 godparents, while Catholic parish priests
typically registered 2 godparents.

Burial records rarely include the cause deaths, so | have consulted the registers of
the surrounding settlements to identify the epidemics that caused the most deaths, apart
from the plague. The life and daily life of families was strongly influenced by the high
infant and young child mortality rates of the period; the former figure of 128%o. certainly
does not reflect the true extent of the plague. Young children aged 1-4 years were the
most at risk, while girls and boys in Csetnek aged 5 and over had a very good chance of
surviving to adulthood.

The central question of the research method used is the fertility of women and
families. The values of the 399 Lutheran and 140 Catholic family sheets, which meet
the strict criteria for nominative testing, reflect that the fertility of the Lutheran
congregation was lower than that of the Catholics; families may have had some form of
birth restriction, as indicated by the TFRs of between 5,000 and 6,000. The first interval
value of 20 months rose to and remained above 30 months from the second child. On
average, the women gave birth for the last time at the age of 32-33 years, which is very
much below the age of last childbirth in the 18th century.

The results should be interpreted with caution because of the shortcomings already
found during the source processing. | believe that, by extending the time frame of the
research, the processing of the probably more thoroughly and accurately kept 19th
century registers would in many respects help to shed light on the behaviour of the
earlier period and to interpret the values obtained. In the course of processing the civil
registers, 1 was able to find new fragments of information on the lives of several
individuals who were well-known in the region, county or country.



IV. Publication activity on the topic
Presentations:

Csetnek oppidum népességtorténete a 17. szdazad végen. PPKE BTK
Torténelemtudomanyi Doktori Iskola, (2005. majus) Piliscsaba

Hazassagkotési szokasok Csetneken a XVIII. szazadi evangélikus és katolikus
anyakényvek  tiikrében. PPKE-BTK Torténettudomanyi Doktori  Iskoldjanak
Tarsadalom- és Eletmodtorténeti Miihelye, (2013. november) Piliscsaba

Vallas — pestis — nilélés. A csetneki 1710-es pestisjarvany utin bekdvetkezett
viselkedésbeli valtozasok. Felekezetiség és tarsadalmi identitds, Miskolci Egyetem
Bolcsészettudomanyi Kar Torténettudomanyi Intézete, (2014. december) Miskolc

"ltem praevaricationes sexti praecepti” Pardaznak és gyermekeik a 18. szdazadi
csetneki evangélikus anyakonyvekben. 11. Magyarorszag torténete a kora ujkortdl a
legtijabb korig, SZTE Torténelemtudomanyi Doktori Iskola, (2015. majus) Szeged

Egy varos, két vallas - Vegyes hdzassagu csaladok a 18. szdzadi csetneki
evangélikus és  katolikus —anyakonyvek lapjain. Tavaszi Szél konferencia,
Doktoranduszok Orszagos Szovetsége, (2016. aprilis) Budapest

Asszony lesz a lanybodl. A csetneki evangélikus és katolikus nok hdzassagkotési
életkora. N6k a csaladban, ndk a tarsadalomban a kora ujkori Magyarorszagon, ELTE-
BTK Doktori Iskola, ELTE BTK Noétorténeti Kutatokozpont, MTA Notorténeti
Albizottsaga, (2016. oktober) Budapest

Ozvegység - j egység. Ujrahdzasoddk nyomai a csetneki anyakényvekben. Az
érzelmek torténete, Hajnal Istvan Kor Tarsadalomtorténeti Egyesiilet, (2017.
augusztus), Gyongyos

Testi, lelki nyugalomért - Ozvegyemberek hdzasoddsi szokdsai a 18. szdzadi
Csetneken. X. Torténettudomanyi Talalkoz6, Vasarhelyi Torténelmi Kor, (2017.
augusztus), Hodmezdévasarhely

Enyém - tiéd - miénk. Mozaikcsalddok a 18. szdzadi Csetneken. Eletmod-torténeti
pillanatképek II. konferencia, PPKE BTK Torténelemtudomanyi Doktori Iskola, (2018.
januar) Budapest

A halandosag egy 18. szazadi mezévarosban. X1. Nemzetkozi, XVIII. Orszagos
Interdiszciplinaris Grastyan Konferencia, PTE BTK-TTK, (2018. aprilis) Pécs



Csecsemd- és gyermekhalandosag a 18. szazadi Csetneken. Magyarorszag torténete
a kora ujkortol a legujabb korig, Hoédmezdvasarhelyi Emlékpont, SZTE
Torténelemtudomanyi Doktori Iskola, (2018. junius), Hodmezdvasarhely

Nota bene - sorsok tiikre az anyakonyvekben. X1. Torténettudomanyi Talalkozon,
Vasarhelyi Torténelmi Kor, (2018. julius) Hoédmezdévasarhely

Az elegyes hdzassdagok demografidja. A csalad egykor és ma 5. SZTE BTK Néprajz
¢és Kulturalis Antropoldgiai Tanszéke, MTA-SZTE Vallasi Kultarakutaté Csoport, OR-
ZSE Kaufman David Zsido Kulturakutatd Csoport, (2018. december) Szeged

»Egy jovevény goméri puskaporos.” Szokétt gomori jobbagyok az alfoldi
anyakonyvekben. Tarsadalom- ¢és életmdd-torténeti konferencia, PPKE BTK
Torténelemtudomanyi Doktori Iskola (2019. januar), Budapest

Gyermekaldas a 18. szdzadi Csetneken. XII. Torténettudomanyi Talalkozo,
Vasarhelyi Torténelmi Kor, (2019. julius) Hodmezévasarhely

Biinbano magatartas a pestis utan. XII1. Torténettudomanyi Talalkozo, Vasarhelyi
Torténelmi Kor, (2020. augusztus) Hodmezdvasarhely

Jegyesek hatdaron innen és tulrol. A 18. szazadi csetneki hdzassdagkotések lokalis
vetiilete. Hatar, hatarhelyzet, hataratlépés, Hajnal Istvan Kor Tarsadalomtdrténeti
Egyesiilet, (2020. augusztus) Pécs

., ...mivel biinnek biintetése, igaz poenitentiatartast kivan” Az 1710. és az 1739. évi
pestisjarvanyok és hatasaik a csetneki evangélikus anyakonyvekben . Valsagtorténetek:
kihivasok, tapasztalatok, 01j irdnyok, Sic Itur ad Astra Miihely, (2020. oktober) Budapest

Lanyok, asszonyok. NGi sorsok és szerepek az anyakényvek tiikrében. Magyar
torténeti ndalakok és szakralis parhuzamaik, Kortars N6i Reflexiok Foruma, Anima
Mundi Kutatoéintézet, (2021. majus) Budapest
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arnyékaban. Kora jkori tarsadalom- és életmodtorténet, szerk. J. UIVARY Zsuzsanna,
PPKE-BTK, Piliscsaba, 2008. 155-165.

Hazassagkotési szokasok Csetneken az evangélikus és a katolikus anyakonyvek
tiikrében, 1730-1807. In: Tarsadalom- és ¢letmdd-torténeti kalandozasok térben és
id8ben, szerk. J. UIVARY Zsuzsanna, PPKE-BTK, Piliscsaba, 2014. 153-199.
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Gabor — Kiss Endre, MTA-SZTE Vallasi Kultara kutaté Csoport, Szeged, 2019. 291—
305.

Ozvegy ndk és uj csalddjaik egy 18. szdzadi gomori mezévarosban. Torténelmi
Szemle 2019 4. szam, 633—655.

WBizony az Ur ajindéka a gyermek” A csetneki csalddok termékenységi
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Ozvegysorsok a XVIII. szazadban. Mult-kor Torténelmi Magazin, 2020 tél. 99-103.
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